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Newsletter of the La Crosse Area Synod Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

As a community of women 

created in the image of God, 

called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, 

and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

we commit ourselves to 

grow in faith, 

affirm our gifts, 

support one another in our callings, 

engage in ministry and action, and 

promote healing and wholeness 

in the church, the society, and the world. 

W-ELCA Purpose Statement  

Hello Wonderful Women of the ELCA, 

 

It’s only a month until the Fall 

Gathering!  Yes, that’s correct, the Fall 

Gathering.  The board has changed the 

name from a Renewal to a Gathering!  

Their will be different activities and 

break-out sessions.  (Well, it was a 

month when I originally wrote this; now 

it’s only 18 days away!) 

 

Our keynote speaker will be Pastor Al 

Erickson, who will talk about Adults 

Saving Kids. 

 

When we break into our conferences at 

the Gathering, East Conference and West 

Conference will need to pick/find/

volunteer women to the Conference 

Coordinator positions. (And I think both 

North and West are in need of 

Conference Reps too!) A job description 

is on page 6 of this newsletter. 

 

And, we will try our best to provide 

ample time for fellowship and 

interaction to share ideas, etc. 
 

Peace & Love, 

Mona Van Riper, Crosswinds Editor 

If you haven’t registered already for the Tri-
ennial Gathering in 2026, register now at: 
https://community.elca.org/women-of-the-
elca-13th-triennial-gathering 
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President’s Letter 

Dear Women of the ELCA 
La Crosse Area Synod 
 
Attached you will find the flyer introducing the Fall Gathering (Workshop/
Renewal.) 
 
We will be meeting at Trinity Lutheran, 1010 Sill St. in La Crosse on October 
18th.  The board (planning committee) are striving for an upbeat gathering with 
singing, current information, singing, a message from Pastor Al Erickson, 
Director of Adults Saving Kids with “new” ways that congregations can care for 
our kids, a quilt parade, lunch and more singing …. 
 
Regarding the quilt parade – hopefully you that are sending quilts out on the 11th 
will have a few left over for “seed” (that’s what we call that few that won’t fit in 
the box); in any case, some quilts to show in a parade, one for each person, kind 
of like a style show, on our way to lunch.  (Note: You will be taking them back 
home with you.) 
 
“In Kind” for Trinity - They are requesting cereal and mac & cheese for their food 
pantry, and plastic grocery or store bags for the 100 or so Monday night “to go” 
meals provided for the families in their neighborhood.  Please fold the bags if 
possible (that could be a God’s Work Our Hands little project.) 
 
Be sure to bring your quilt and kits giving form to the Gathering. 
 
Looking forward to seeing my “sisters” from North and South, East and West! 
 
May we share the blessings in our service, 
With a grateful heart, 
Jo Ann 
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La Crosse Area Synod W-ELCA  

SPRING CONVENTION 

2025 
 

You’ll find out more information on this at the  

Fall Gathering. 

Fill out registration form & send it in! 

La Crosse Area Synod W-ELCA  

FALL GATHERING 

Saturday, October 18, 2025 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

1010 Sill Street, La Crosse, WI 
   

The registration form on page 7 of  this issue. 

Fall Gathering In-Kind Offering 
 

Our in-kind offering on the 18th will be macaroni & cheese, 

breakfast cereal, and plastic bags (from Menards, Farm & 

Fleet, Festival, Woodman's, etc., not the super thin ones from 

Dollar Tree, Dollar General, Walmart, etc.) for 

Trinity Lutheran’s Food Pantry. 
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To mobilize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. 

Mona’s version of the Job Description for a Conference Coordinator: 

1. Is the Liaison between the W-ELCA board and the conference; 

2. Is not a voting member on the board; but, is encouraged to attend board meetings; 

3. Organizes conference events (example: Summer Luncheon); 

4. Works the Registration Desk at the Spring Convention and the Fall Gathering; and 

5. Possibly make a monthly or quarterly newsletter for the units in the conference 

The following information is from the W-ELCA Churchwide in Chicago. 

 

What is an active unit? 

A unit must commit to four items in order to be recognized as active: 

1. Come together for study, support, and action. 

2. Participate in the ministry of W-ELCA beyond the congregation. 

3. Support financially the total program of  W-ELCA. 

4. Designate leadership that shall be in communication with the synodical and 

Churchwide women’s organization. 

The Conference Representatives shall: 

a. Act as presiding officer of the Conference Committee  

b.  Attend Synod Women’s Board meetings as a voting member.   

c.  Act as a liaison between the individual units and the Synod   
  Women’s Board. 

d.  Work with the Synod Women’s Board and Conference     
             Committee to plan the Fall Gatherings.  

e.  Plan with the Conference Committee, a special event for conference   
  members.  Conference programs could include retreats, a Bible  
  study, a day trip, etc.  

f.  Insure any necessary business of the conference is conducted at the 
  Fall Gathering and/or special event.  

g.  Submit articles to the synod newsletter, “Crosswinds” as   
  appropriate. 

h.       Chair the nominating committee for conference officers. 

i.       Compile a notebook of minutes and events to give to your successor 
  at the transition meeting.  
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2025 Fall Gathering Registration Form 

October 18,  2025 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

1010 Sill Street  La Crosse, WI   54603        (608) 782-6200 

8:30 am Registration - 2:00 pm Closing of Convention 

                 
 

Congregation Name____________________ Conference______ 

 

                     1) Name_______________________________________ 

   Unit Officer?   Y/N       Title______________       Special Diet &/or Childcare  __________ 

 

                       2) Name_______________________________________ 

   Unit Officer?   Y/N       Title______________       Special Diet &/or Childcare  __________ 

 

                            3) Name_______________________________________ 

    Unit Officer?   Y/N       Title______________     Special Diet &/or Childcare  __________ 

  

                           4) Name_______________________________________ 

    Unit Officer?   Y/N       Title______________     Special Diet &/or Childcare  __________ 

 

                             5)Name_______________________________________ 

    Unit Officer?   Y/N       Title_____________       Special Diet &/or Childcare  _________ 

 

 

Mailed registration with $15 per person must reach the treasurer by October 10, 2025.  

Make checks payable to La Crosse Area Synod W-ELCA.  Send forms and funds to              

Jodi Anderson, W2875 Anderson Road, Mindoro WI 54644. 

After October 10, registration MUST be made by phone, (608) 857-3550.   The fee 

remains $15 per person with monies payable at the convention.  The U.S. mail is not 

dependable enough to guarantee funds being received in a timely manner.  Checks should 

be still be payable to La Crosse Area Synod W-ELCA. 
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W-ELCA Units’ 

Projects Completed from November 2024 through September 2025

 
  

Church Name __________________________________________  Conference _____________________ 

Contact Name _________________________________________   Phone _________________________ 

 

Please bring this completed form to the Fall Gathering on 10/18/2025, and hand it in at the registration 

table.  If you won’t be attending the Fall Gathering, please send this completed form of projects (quilts, kits, 

other... for Lutheran World Relief and/or other missions) to Jackie Joanis, W21676 Red Fox Lane 

Trempealeau, WI 54661 

Item made Number made Donated to 

Season most 

items are made 

 Quilts 

      

Personal 

Care Kits 

      

School Kits 

      

 Baby Care 

Kits 

      

Fabric Kits 

      

Other: 

___________

___________

___________

___________

___________ 

 

Number made 

 

 

 

Other than LWR (which are above) 
who were they donated to? 
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I thought this sounded interesting; it’s already happening on Monday, 

10/06/2025, so call Sugar Creek ASAP to let them know you’ll be there. 

Please don’t forget to fill out the form on the front of 

this page and bring it along on the 18th. 
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As the prayer above tells, the red dress has great significance in honoring 
missing and murdered ingenious persons.  You are encouraged to wear red to 
the Fall Gathering on 10/18/2025. Or, if you have a red dress, please bring it 
(with a hanger) so it can be displayed as a reminder to all of us of the Power of 
the Red Dress. 
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The Lutheran World Relief  

Semi-Trailer Load will be in La Crosse on 

Saturday, October 11, 2025, from 

7:00am to 11:00am, at  

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church  

4141 Mormon Coulee Road. 

 

The Semi-Trailer will be in La Crosse to load all LWR Quilts, Personal Care Kits, 

Baby Care Kits, Fabric Kits, AND School Kits that have been made and gathered in        

our synod.  

COOKIES ON CAMPUS NEEDS YOUR HELP!! 
 

The tradition continues!! 
of bringing hundreds of 

cookies to UW-La Crosse each 
week throughout the school 

year.  
 

Five hundred (about 42 dozen!) 
cookies are needed each week.  

 

Our synod congregations have 
lovingly provided home-baked 

goodies so students can have a 
little taste of home.  

 

The cookie slots are all full up 
through 11/12/2025, but there will be openings to sign up in November –May. 
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Our Savior’s Lutheran in La Crosse supports a 
consistent flow of individuals experiencing 
homelessness, with some attending Come for 
Supper, others seeking refuge from the rain, and 
some finding rest near our entrance. Our 
Savior's offers assistance within their means and 
capabilities. The most common request they 
receive is for blankets, and while they have 
some available, their supply of fleece blankets is 
dwindling. Therefore, Our Savior's is reaching 
out for donations of new or gently used fleece 
blankets. These blankets are primarily needed 
by adults, so they kindly ask that donations 
exclude children's blankets or prints. 
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La Crosse Area Synod W-ELCA Board Members 

President 
 

JoAnn Salava 
N5963 Davies Road 

New Lisbon, WI 53950 
608-542-0652 
jams@mwt.net 
St Stephen’s,  

Camp Douglas 
Term through  
Spring 2027 

 

Vice-President 
 

NEEDED 
Term through  
Spring 2026 

Secretary 
 

Leslie Peterson 
N9692  2nd Ave 

Camp Douglas, WI 54618 
608-542-0245 

Lpete1994@hotmail.com 
St. Peter’s  

Shennington 
Term through  
Spring 2026 

Treasurer 
 

Jodi Anderson 
W2875 Anderson Road 

Mindoro, WI 54644 
608-857-3550 

jodidusty@gmail.com 
Mindoro Lutheran 

Term through  
Spring 2025 (01/31/2026) 

East Conference 
Representative 

 
Louise Buchholz 

25847 Minoan Avenue 
Wilton, WI 54670 

608-435-6435 
rlbuchholz@hotmail.com 

St Paul’s, Wilton 
Term through  
Spring 2026 

West Conference 
Representative 

 
Representative  

Needed 
 

Term through  
Spring 2026 

North Conference  
Representative 

 
Representative  

Needed 
 

Term through  
Spring 2027 

South Conference  
Representative 

 
Debra Clark 

214 N Washington Ave 
Viroqua, WI 54665 

608-637-3882 
email 

Immanuel, Viroqua 
Term through  
Spring 2027 

East Conference 
Coordinator 

 
Alice Olson 

621 Kent Street 
Sparta, WI 54656 

608-487-5409 
avon.alice@hotmail.com 

Trinity, Sparta 
Term through  

Fall 2025 

West Conference 
Coordinator 

 
Kay Snuggerud 
5474 County 21 

La Crescent, MN 55947 
snugvale@acegroup.cc 

Prince of Peace,  
La Crescent 
Term through  

Fall 2025 

North Conference 
Coordinator 

 
Coordinator  

Needed 
 

Term through  
Fall 2026 

South Conference 
Coordinator 

 
Coordinator  

Needed 
 

Term through  
Fall 2026 

Board Member at 
Large 

 
Jacqueline Joanis 

W21676 Red Fox Lane 
Trempealeau, WI 54661 

608-797-4089 
jjoanis@centurytel.net 

Zion, Galesville 
Term through 
Spring 2026 

Liaison to Synod ELCA 
 

JoAnn Salava 
N5963 Davies Road 

New Lisbon, WI 53950 
608-542-0652 
jams@mwt.net 
St Stephen’s,  

Camp Douglas 

Crosswinds Editor 
 

Mona Van Riper 
W5598 County Road D 

Holmen, WI 54636 
608-526-2284 

monavanriper@gmail.com 
Lewis Valley,  

Holmen 

Treasurer 
 

Alice Olson 
Address 

City, state zip 
phone 
email 

church 
Term through  
Spring 2027  

(02/01/2026- 01/31/2028) 
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      To: 

 

Crosswinds Newsletter 

Mona Van Riper, Editor 

W5598 County Road D 

 Holmen, WI 54636 

E-mail:  monavanriper@gmail.com  

About the Newsletter…. 

The Crosswinds is published by the La Crosse 

Area Synod – Women of the ELCA.  The 

President (or contact person) and the Treasurer 

(or financial recorder) of each unit should 

receive an electronic copy.  Please include any 

other interested parties’ email addresses so  

they may receive an electronic copy of the 

Crosswinds also.  Send email addresses to 

monavanriper@gmail.com  

 

Please report your officer list yearly so that we 

can maintain an up-to-date email list.  

 

Subscription of printed Crosswinds are  

available for $5.00 per year.  

Checks payable to La Crosse Area Synod 

WELCA and sent to Jodi Anderson, Treasurer, 

W2875 Anderson Road, Mindoro, WI  54644.  

Submission/Mailing dates for future 

Crosswind publications: 
 

Submission of            Emailing to 

Articles/Info:   W-ELCA: 
 

02/15/2025   03/01/2025 

08/15/2025   09/01/2025 

With the Crosswinds being published only two times a 

year now, please watch for important emails that may be 

sent/received between Crosswinds.  It may be a short 

email, with or without an attachment, but know that it is 

important.  Please let all the Women of the ELCA know 

what is happening.  


