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Reach Out , Share Christ with All

Greetings from Halfway Creek Lutheran Church!

You probably have heard there are some changes underway, and we want share
our plan for the future. We know most people are feeling like we've had a decade
of challenges, with different pastors, Covid, and financial ups and downs. But our
church leaders have been working hard with the Synod to ensure that our congre-
gation remains a place that continues to live our mission of reaching out to share
Christ with all, as we have done for generations. We've come up with a hybrid mod-
el that many congregations have found successful, using-ill pastors and lay
leadership for worship. Here are some of our immediate plans:

s Lynn Wegner will share the message at a Service of the Word on Sunday,
September 1 at 9 am.

s On Sunday, September 8 at 10:30 am, we will worship with Holmen Lutheran
and Journey at the Halfway Creek Park Bandshell. Bring your own lawn chair!

Pr. Dione Stepanek will be preaching.

s Our Ministry KickOff Sunday is September 15th. We will hold a meeting with
Confirmation and Sunday School families that morning at 9:15 am and parents
can register their children. Pr. Jim Arends will preach at 10 am worship and a

Caramel Apple Charcuterie Bar will follow!

s At our Confirmation and Sunday School family meeting at 9:15 am on Sunday,
September 15, we will present ideas for a new and creative approach to our
Confirmation and Sunday school programming. We know families are busE
NEED YOUR INPWD we can develop programming that works for both your
childds spiritual needs and your f ami
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s On Sunday, September 22, 10 am worship will be led by Pastor Bill Pursley.

s Our services will be creative, inspiring, and include both traditional and modern
worship songs. The services will be led byl pastors and also our own lay

leaders.

s Trunk or Treat is back and is scheduled for Saturday, October 26 from 1 to 3 pm
in the parking lot. There will be trick or treating, snacks, games and more! Please

contact Andrea Baxter at 608/38-3896 if you are able to help!

If you need pastoral care, please contact Patti Happel at 6€8.7-9525.

Please know that the Vision Board and staff are working very hard during this time
of transition. We would love your help. What gifts do you have that you can share
and help us live out our mission of reaching out to share Christ with all? Not sure
how you can help? Contact a Vision Board or staff member and we will find a place
to use your talents! We also ask for your prayers during this time.

As we move forward, let us remember that we are resurrection people. God
promises us new life through Jesus. While the way we do ministry and life together
might look differently in the future, let us embrace these changes as opportunities
for God to lead our congregation in new ways to share the Gospel.

Sincerely,
The Halfway Creek Vision Board and Staff

SUMMER FOOD COLLECTAN

Thank you for all the side dishes donated for the Food Cupboard In August.

Throughout September wedll be collecting
soup mixes would be great as well.

Please bring items to church and place in the grocery cart! Thanks for making a
difference and supporting this ministry!



NEW WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Earlierin2024,a number of members asked the que
serviWeskédard your concern and given Pas
service on Sunday morning would be the best scenario for our congregation

currently. We looked at the worship numbers for the last 5 to 7 years and

discovered that the late worship service time had the largest average attendance.

We also discovered that Holmen Lutheran worships at 9 am while Journey worships

at 9:30 am. Given thatinformation, we decided that a 10 am worship service time

would encourage better worshiattendance and save the church some moneyA

10 am worship service time also allows us to easily ad in an early worship service
without changing the rest of the Sunday morning schedul®lease contact Lynn

Wegner at 414305-4803 if you have any questions.

TRUNK OR TREAT

Trunk or Treais back and is scheduled for
Saturday, October 26 from 1 to 3 pm in the
HCLC parking lotThere will be trick or
treating, snacks, games and morePlease
contact Andrea Baxter at 608 38-3896 if
you are able to help!

You can also sign up online at:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0444A9AA22A3FCarunkortreat#/

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP A MEMBER

We have a member who needs someone to get a few groceries and be able to
deliver them while navigating uneven ground and metal steps. We have a couple
people currently helping and are looking to add one or two people to the schedule,
making the time commitment once every couple months. Please contaiitariin

the office if you can help! Thank you for prayerfully considering this request.


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0444A9AA22A3FC1-trunkortreat#/
mailto:assistant@halfwaycreek.org
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Advice: Go dhoowny aolpoastyiho @ofneed t o close in the fu

Closed with prayer. Meeting adjourned at 11:14.

HALFWAY CREEK LUTHERAN CHURCH
VI SI ON BOARD MEETI NG
August 8, 2024

Presermtat ti Happel, Kari Washburn, Amy Noel,
l ey, and Nicole Stumlin

AbsenCarrie Payne and Pastor Chris Sesvold
GuestLynn Wegner

Call to order at 6:02PM. Devotion | ed by Pa
Approval of Agenda: Moti on made and 2nd to
Actions since | ast meeting:

7/ 11NMNB4met to go over finances only

7/ 16L2dter sent, calling for a Congregation

7/ 17iMR2Aautes from July meeting approved Vvi a
7/ 2232Ky 13 VB minutes approved via emai/l
7/ 22NNB4met with Assi st antRecoo mnmeen dBatt§ihoenp P a

di scernment and prayer, under the guidance
t hhat we cannot sustain the salary and bene-
shared via letter and at the August 4th co

7/ 25NNB4 met wi h Pastor Chris to share recom
7/ 29ARdepted a gift of a ping pong table to
7/ 31P2ad4tor Chris submits resignation | etter
7/ 31 PAaA4c oresi gnation | etter & letter from V

8/ 4i1Qodngr egati onal meeting. Mi nutes of this

included in the next newsletter with that
tional meeting.

Pas@GomRepNoor tr eport .

Financi al Report received

Continuing to rely of Thrivent funds to pay

Continued next page
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More information may be found on the insert in this newsletter. See you for a

wonderful day of service!



2024 VISION BOARD

Co-Presidents Amy Noel Bette Pedretti
Patti Happel noelprairie@icloud.com  bettepedretti@yahoo.com
patiszoo@yahoo.com 608-386-0299 608-526-3241
608-317-9525 Treasurer Nicole Stumlin
Kari Washburn Carrie Payne bigfarmer053@yahoo.com
kari.washburn@yahoo.conpayne.carrie@ hotmail.comP08-769-3642
608-790-7487 608-7904401

Please contact the vision
Co-Secretaries Members board with any input you
Andrea Baxter Nancy Holley may have.
baxtera42@gmail.com 5445nanh@gmail.com
608-738-3896 608-526-3418

Next Vision Board meetinglibwsday, September 12 at 6 p.m.

Noisy offering: August d6s noisy offering was col |l e
School District school lunch program debte collected 363.01. This amount will
be combined with the collection at 0God¢

Thanks for helping support this worthy cause!

The September noisy offering wildl go tov
making some noise!

Giving at HCLChas been made even easier. You can now go
directly to Paypal and search for Halfway Creek Lutheran church.

further our mission.



https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=DN5GJEVDCAH56
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BEST WISHES PASTOR BRIS
Thank you, Pastor Chris, for your three years of ministry at Halfway Creek Lutheran

Church. We wish much happiness and succe
journey. God bless you and your family.

n

HALFWAY CREEK LUTHERN CHURCH
CEMETERY NEWS

Take time to visit the Halfway Creek Lutheran
Church Cemetery and sit upon this beautiful new & prmind f]

bench. Thanks to Raymon! d fr
this bench at the entrance of the cemetery gate. It

recognizes 65+ years dedicated to the cemetery

from Raymond. The words written by a friend says: &=

OA selfless caretaker i or ev

guardian in the fields



