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F R O M  P A S T O R  C H R I S  

This month we are taking 5 of our young people to the ELCA Youth Gathering in New 

Orleans, Louisiana.  They will experience an amazing week of Jesus-filled everything: 

top notch speakers, inspiring worship, interactive education experiences, service 

projects, and an electric atmosphere with almost 16,000 Lutherans gathering all 

together. 

The theme of the Gathering is “Created to Be” and has an amazing message for our 

teens, and for us all.  Each day we will develop that theme, exploring how we are 

Created to Be: Brave, Authentic, Free, Disruptive, Disciples.  Here’s a bit of what that 

all means (find the sources for these descriptions and more at the Gathering web-

site, https://www.elca.church/gathering). 

We are created to be Brave – which doesn’t mean we are without fear, but God is 

with us to risk vulnerability for the sake of the gospel.  And God gives protects us 

with community, with siblings in Christ who will be there to give us support, comfort, 

and connection as we face what lies ahead. 

We are created to be Authentic - Christ has called you not just as you are but be-

cause of who you are. You bring something unique to this community. Your voice, 

your thoughts, your ideas are not just desired — they are needed.  God’s creativity 

knows no bounds. 
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Cont’d from page 1 

We are created to be Free - We live in a world that feels limited. But we called to be-

lieve that when we follow Jesus, nothing is impossible.  To be free in Christ is to be 

transformed by the love that has been extended to us through the gift of grace, and 

be freed to extended that love to others without barriers or restrictions. 

We are created to be Disruptive – Creation has grown into ways of being that need 

to be disrupted, though changing how we live or think can be counterintuitive. But 

as Jesus’ followers, we are called to disrupt the ways the world has grown away from 

God.  The church throughout history has been a place of change, and we are called 

to be the change makers.  We gather together in community because we have hope 

for a better future.  And that takes disruption. 

We are called to be Disciples – Disciples are created to bear witness to God’s love 

with both words and actions.  We are created to be disciples, to be sent out into the 

world to love our neighbor just as we are 

loved by God.  Disciples are sent into the world to love our neighbor just as we are 

loved by God. The whole Gathering is an experience of discipleship. 

We will come together for five days to experience God’s love, to hear again “You are 

loved. You are fearfully and wonderfully made. You were created — on purpose — by 

God.”  We will gather for five days to experience being sent into community, in our 

neighborhoods, and our world.  

This message is for all of us: 

You are brave. You were created to be disruptive. You are a disciple. Every day is an 

opportunity to experience God’s love and be that love in your world. You were creat-

ed to be … brave, authentic, free, disruptive disciples.  

New Orleans, here we come! 

-Pastor Chris  
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2 0 2 4  V I S I O N  B O A R D  

Co-Presidents 

Patti Happel 

patiszoo@yahoo.com 

608-317-9525 

Kari Washburn 

kari.washburn@yahoo.com 

608-790-7487 

Co-Secretaries 

Andrea Baxter 

baxtera42@gmail.com 

608-738-3896 

Amy Noel 

noelprairie@icloud.com 

608-386-0299 

Treasurer 

Carrie Payne 

payne.carrie@hotmail.com

608-790-4401 

Members 

Nancy Holley 

5445nanh@gmail.com 

608-526-3418 

Bette Pedretti  

bettepedretti@yahoo.com 

608-526-3241 

Nicole Stumlin 

bigfarmer053@yahoo.com 

608-769-3642 

 

Please contact the vision 

board with any input you 

may have.  

 

Giving at HCLC has been made even easier. You can now go  

directly to Paypal and search for Halfway Creek Lutheran church. 

You may also click or scan the QR code! Thank you for helping us 

further our mission. 

Noisy offering:  June’s Noisy offering supported the Youth Gathering trip. We collect-

ed $97.80 as of June 23rd! Thank you for your generosity, continued support and 

prayers. We will send off the group on Sunday, July 14th at 9:00 a.m. worship. They 

will return July 22. Please continue to pray that the Holy Spirit will open their hearts 

and minds throughout the Gathering. 

 

July’s Noisy Offering will be presented to Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin. Read 

more on page 6.  

Next Vision Board meeting is on Thursday, July 11 at 6 p.m. 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=DN5GJEVDCAH56
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S U M M E R  W O R S H I P  S C H E D U L E  

This summer we’ll have Sunday worship services at 9:00 a.m. We’ll also worship 

outdoors at Whispering Pines at 7 p.m. on July 24 and August 28! Please note 

these dates on your calendar!   

Sign-up to volunteer at: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0444A9AA22A3FC1-fall#/ 

S U M M E R  F O O D  C O L L E C T I O N  

Ever notice the shopping cart at the front entrance to church or perhaps as you  

enter the sanctuary? All year long we collect food items for the Holmen Lutheran 

Food Pantry and put the items in the shopping cart. The Pantry is accessed by many 

local families and often the shelves run short of food. This month we are collecting 

baking supplies like brownie and cake mixes, flour, sugar, oil, baking soda, etc. 

Thank you in advance for supporting this ministry.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0444A9AA22A3FC1-fall#/
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P R O P E R T Y  T E A M  U P D A T E  

 Back in 1882, Pastor EJ Homme opened a home for orphan children in  

Wittenberg, WI. Since then communities have been empowered to better health and well-

being through LSS. Today LSS is one of the largest and most experienced health and hu-

man service organizations in the Midwest.  

 What does LSS do? They assist people all along their lifespan with variety of ser-

vices: affordable housing, in-person care, mental health programs in schools, telehealth, 

early intervention programs for preschoolers, addiction treatment, support groups, mental 

health treatment and adoption.  

 This year there is a 2024 Loving Lutheran Challenge. A generous donor is willing to 

match up to 1 million dollars of any gift from a congregation. This gift will be matched in 

whole if the congregation has not given before or if they regularly support LSS the gift 

needs to be increased by 10%. HCLC has not been a regular contributor to LSS, so the 

month of July we will be collecting noisy offering to send to LSS. You can also drop off or 

send a check to church noting that it is for LSS by the end of July to be included in this  

worthy donation to a much needed organization! 

L U T H E R A N  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  ( L S S )  O F  W I  

When you have a chance, 

check out HCLC’s  

historic display case—

items were recently  

polished and arranged 

beautifully.  Thanks to 

Hannah Scholze for  

stopping in to arrange the 

items.  We also updated 

the framed images of all 

our pastors and included name plates and years! They were beautifully done by The Frame 

Gallery. These framed pictures are hanging right next to the display case!  Stop by and  

reflect on the amazing history of Halfway Creek Lutheran Church. 
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F I N A N C I A L  U P D A T E S  

We’ve been doing what we can to keep everyone informed about how the finances of our 

church, trying things from posting reports in the monthly newsletter, to including the  

numbers in our weekly E-news.  But sometimes those numbers just get lost or become 

meaningless. So, here you will find one of what will be a periodic report of where we are. 

Hopefully simple and clear, and spaced out enough that it creates a good snapshot. 

First the good about our extra projects! 

By the end of April we fully funded our repairs project for our building of $37,645! 

And by the end of June, our Youth Group raised just over $11,100 for their trip to New  

Orleans with various fundraisers that have reached out and engaged the community. Thank 

you, everyone, for your support! 

Where we stand for the regular stuff: 

You can see in the charts on this page and the next page where our giving has been 

short.  To balance our checkbook, rental income and fees have been helpful, and we have 

used money from our reserves (which are not on any charts in the newsletter). By the end of 

May, we used $8,200 of our reserves leaving a balance of $22,501.86. 

Thank you for your attention to our church’s finances. If you are considering giving a gift this 

summer, please know that it will be very appreciated!  Summer tends to be a lower time of 

giving, and making up for the beginning of the year, or setting us up well for the summer, is 

a wonderful, faithful, and very appreciated act of generosity. 

*Total Offering  

includes electron-

ic, envelope and 

loose offering but 

does not include 

any rent income. 
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Cont. from page  5 

W E  A R E  L O O K I N G  F O R  C O U N T E R S  

Each Sunday we have volunteers count the offering, place it in a bank bag and drop 

it off at Park Bank in Holmen. Each counter commits to volunteer one Sunday a 

month. You would count with another HCLC member. This summer, with only one 

worship service, would be a great time for new people to learn this role. Please 

prayerfully consider volunteering as a counter.  

Email Jodi Anderson at jodi.anderson@halfwaycreek.org to volunteer. Thank you! 

F I N A N C I A L  U P D A T E S  

mailto:jodi.anderson@halfwaycreek.org


 9 

 

S Y N O D  A S S E M B L Y  

Thank to all who attended the La Crosse Area Synod Assembly this year! Great 

speakers, fellowship, food and fabulous weather for worship!  Bette Pedretti has 

put together a summary from the weekend. Read on for this great information:  

La Crosse Area Synod Assembly 2024 

The Synod Assembly was a packed couple of days 

with a lot of information and stimulating discussion. 

There are handouts from the Synod Assembly on the 

bulletin board and buffet in the gathering space if 

you would like more information.  

There were 7 resolutions voted on. The following 

resolutions encourage active participation by our 

congregation.  

1.  Care for Creation Resolution: Basically an invita-

tion for synod congregations to demonstrate their 

devotion to caring for God’s creation through tangi-

ble acts, selecting specific measures suggested by 

the Creation Care Team. Urging congregations to 

raise up at least one creation care leader to be a 

part of synod network people working to share edu-

cation and planning for future creation work and 

calling on the appropriate synod committee to 

launch an initiative encouraging all synod congrega-

tions to develop and submit affirmations for care of 

creation, and outlining a Care of Creation Plan. Rec-

ommended the theme for 2025 Synod Assembly to 

be caring for the climate of creation. 

2.  World Hunger Resolution: La Crosse Area Synod 

will bring to a close our Water Is Life focus by Ad-

vent 2024. Throughout this year and 2025, they are 

celebrating 50 years of ELCA World Hunger. They are 

encouraging congregations and members to partici-

pate in World Hunger in meaningful ways in their 

settings, with funds raised going to the general work 

of ELCA World Hunger or a project of their choice. 

Urging congregations of the synod to raise up at 

least one hunger leader to be a part of the synod 

network of people who will work together to share 

education and planning for future hunger work led 

by the synod subcommittee. 

There were many reports from throughout the Synod, 

all doing remarkable work. There were a wide variety 

of breakout sessions also. To get more information 

on what is going on in the Synod, the website is 

www.lacrosseareasynod.org. 

Take-a ways from the breakout sessions:  

http://www.lacrosseareasynod.org
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The Climate of Creation/Becoming a Cool Green  

Congregation 

We were charged from the beginning of time to care for 

God’s creation. Have we done a good job? 

We all need to start somewhere, doing something is 

better than not doing anything. 

What can we do as an individual and/or congregation? 

Here are some suggestions: 

-Reduce our food waste and eat sustainably. Buy less 

excess. Compost your food waste.  

-Reduce energy use. Use cold water for laundry and 

other tasks. Install a smart thermostat, you can pro-

gram to turn down at night or when you are not at 

home.  

-Rethink transportation. Drive less, combine your trips 

for errands etc. Carpool-even if it’s just once a week.  

-Reduce, reuse and recycle. Buy less. Second-hand 

items save energy and reduce waste. Buy products 

made with recycled content.  

-Preserve and protect the natural world. Plant trees 

and support organizations that do. Don’t use chemicals 

on plants.  

-Go electric. Consider replacing your car with a hybrid 

or electric.  

-Contact our elected officials. Be an example to others 

of caring for creation. 

Synod Lay Pastoral Care Network—Assuring That Your 

Congregation Always Provides Quality Pastoral Care 

There is a shortage of Pastors, long pastoral vacancies 

and sometimes frequent vacancies. A grant was ob-

tained to launch a Lay Pastoral Care Network of trained 

lay pastoral care people, using the Befrienders Minis-

try. This is a 40 year old national ecumenical ministry 

providing a training program and ongoing support so 

congregations can provide listening, prayerful ministry 

of care.  A training session will begin this fall.     

Hello Isn’t Enough                                                              

How do we engage new people in our church? We need 

to be more intentional in welcoming others, inviting 

others to participate in our ministries within the 

church. We also need to be intentional in thanking our 

church staff, council and leader!  

There is no such thing as a stable church anymore-we 

are either shrinking or growing. The way we talk about 

our church to ourselves or others is very important. We 

can look at all the things/people that are no longer 

there OR we can look at who is there, the ministries 

that are happening and the people who are yet to 

come. If we are small-we have a lot of room to grow! 

Our mindset is very important.  

The church has layers of participants:  

Community-interfaith relationships with other church-

es, neighbors, local business owners 

Crowd-those that come to community events, may at-

tend Easter and Christmas service 

Congregation-come once a month (not necessarily 

members), give regularly, may have kids in youth group 

Committed-come 2 times a month or more, volunteer 

in the church 

Core-leaders, staff 

The idea is to try to move some participants of each of 

the groups to the next level of involvement. There were 

many examples of how to do that. 

As a church we need to look different or tell our story of 

who we are in a more bold way. 

Instead of saying “All are welcome” would it be better 

to say “We welcome all”, which then puts the onus 

back on the congregants to fulfill that welcome. 
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O U T D O O R  W O R S H I P  

This summer we’ll have outdoor 

worship once a month!  We had a 

beautiful evening of worship on 

June 26. The breeze kept most of 

the mosquitos and gnats away. We 

learned some Camp music and 

were reminded that we are all the 

same even during our stormy times, 

beloved children of God. Amen. 

Worship outdoors at Whispering Pines 

Wednesday July 27 and August 28 at 7 PM  

Summer means vacations. Please check your E-news for updates on office hours. 

For Pastoral Care July 2-7 contact Pr. Joe Iverson at 608-865-0203; July 14-22 

contact Pr. Emma Grinde at 515-203-1915; all other days contact the office or 

Pastor Chris Sesvold at 608-397-1578.  Have a great summer! 
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Y O U T H  G A T H E R I N G  U P D A T E  

It’s finally here! The Youth Gathering group: Jillian, Ema, Olivia, Anna, Gracie, Tonya, 

Jodi and Pastor Chris will depart La Crosse train station on Sunday, July 14th after 

worship and will return on Monday, July 22st. Please keep them in your prayers. 

May the Holy Spirit open their hearts and minds and fill them with God’s goodness. 

“We are created to be disciples, to be sent out into the world to love our neighbor 

just as we are loved by God"  

Our last fundraiser: 

Chicken Q—at Journey Lutheran 

Tuesday, July 9th—11:30 a.m.—5:30 p.m. 

Stop by on the 9th and get a great meal 

for $15! 

A  L I T T L E  F U N — T I E  D Y I N G  S H I R T  F O R  T H E  G A T H E R I N G  

Thank you Bette for getting  a 

Thrivent Grant for HCLC t-shirts, 

and tie dye shirts/kits for the 

Youth Gathering group! They will 

be wearing their shirts in New  

Orleans this month! 
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H A L F W A Y  C R E E K  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H   

C E M E T E R Y  N E W S  

It's never too early to purchase your final resting place If you plan to be buried — or 

cremated and buried — in Halfway Creek Cemetery, it's to your benefit to choose 

your location and purchase your lot(s) well in advance of your demise. Contact your 

Halfway Creek Cemetery trustees:  

Dan Brudahl, 608-526-6950;  

Mark Witte, 608-317-0183;  

Ruth Scholze, 608-797-9391 

Your cemetery needs your support Remember Halfway Creek Cemetery when you're 

making your charitable contributions — and please consider a donation to the  

cemetery. 

We are familiar with the passage from Ecclesiastes 3 that starts: “To everything 

there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: A time to be born, 

and a time to die . . .” The rhythms of life, to remember the life of your loved ones 

buried at Halfway Creek Lutheran Cemetery. Your purpose is to walk daily with God 

and trust that He is in charge. The photo below was taken in 1956 at the 100th an-

niversary of the church. The church replica in the middle of the picture represents 

where the original church stood in the cemetery.  
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J U L Y  B I R T H D A Y S  

If your birthday is missing,  please notify the office.   

We pray for … Kannon Happel; Ray Cook, Kathy Johnson’s  

father; the family and friends of Rod Sutherland, Judy Campbell, 

Raymond Lee, Mike Nedoba and Curt Nedoba; Marjorie Lee, Jean 

Latham, Bob Loper, Joan Vaughn, Bridget Ferk , Thelma Sev-

erson, Lisa Herrera Evans, Katie Wier, Phoebe Kitzke, Gayle 

Kuespert,  Beulah Sanders, Cary Heyer, Eric Erdman, Dawson 

Reed, Jenny Lee, Mary Dokkebaken, Karla Johnson, Alice  

Fonfara, Marie Jezova, Coats family 

1 

Braxtyn Jensen-Pralle 

2 

Ryan Happel 

4 

Alya Humphrey 

6 

Ryan Beville 

Ron Christensen 

Brianna Cook 

Daryl Holley 

Ann Stasiak 

8 

DeeDee Kolbo 

9 

Bette Pedretti 

10 

Nola Anderson 

11 

Heather Dokkebaken 

Jacob Wegner 

Adria McDowell 

12 

David Chase 

Leann Theisen 

13 

Jessie Booth 

Jerin Rink  

14 

Mike Bramwell 

Joel Oines 

15 

Cassondra Bandoli  

16 

Carolyn Bjerke 

 

17 

Gracie Holley 

19 

Richard Gran 

Macie Larson 

Darren Nelson 

Alyssa Rink 

21 

Bryson Happel 

23 

Landry Hill 

Addison Wille 

24 

Joanne Nichols 

25 

Ella Gander 

 

 

26 

Camden Lee 

28 

Erin Hale 

Lane Hansen 

30 

Robyn Shisler 

31 

Kendall Yahnke 
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S E R V I N G  A N D  W O R S H I P  

Volunteer to help at Worship 

Use Sign-up Genius button on the  

website or E-News; call the office or 

email assistant@halfwaycreek.org .   

Gifting your time is important to 

help meet the needs of this  

congregation at each service.  

Thank you so much for sharing your 

time and talents! 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PowerPoint and AV-tech  

operators are so important to our  

worship volunteer team! We are 

looking for more people to learn 

how to help in this area!  Sign-up 

in the office or email Shari: 

assistant@halfwaycreek.org. 

  S E X T O N  A L T A R  G U I L D  O F F E R I N G  

C O U N T E R S  

J U L Y  

7  

9:00 

Pastor 

Tara 

Shilts 

Mike  

Martin 

Carrie 

Nicole 

Rhonda 

Sonja 

     

J U L Y  

1 4  

9:00 Stan 

Schwier 

Bette P Bette P 

Susan J 

     

J U L Y  

2 1  

9:00 Archie Nancy H. 

 

Jodi Eide 

     

J U L Y  

2 4  

Wed: 

7:00p 

   

     

J U L Y  

2 8  

9:00 David 

Chase 

Bette P Mike 

     

Check out our Google Calendar now on 

the home page of our website! 

Counters Needed 

If you would be interested in helping count money 

one Sunday a month, please contact Jodi at  

jodi.anderson@halfwaycreek.org. 

Ushers/Communion Assistants 

needed 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0444A9AA22A3FC1-fall#/
mailto:assistant@halfwaycreek.org?subject=Volunteer%20for%20Worship
https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=c.SignUpSearch
mailto:assistant@halfwaycreek.org
halfwaycreek.org
mailto:jodi.anderson@halfwaycreek.org
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Monday—By Appointment 

Tuesday—9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

Wednesday—9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

Thursday—9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

Friday—Closed 

Saturday—Closed 

Sunday—Worship 

Halfway Creek Lutheran Church 

608-526-3701 

www.halfwaycreek.org 

P A S T O R A L  C A R E  

O F F I C E  H O U R S  

If the need arises for Pastoral Care, 

please contact Pastor Chris at  

608-526-3701 or 608-397-1578.   

S O C I A L  M E D I A  

Find us on Facebook, Instagram,  

YouTube and our website  

@halfwaycreekluthteranchurchholmen 

#halfwaycreeklutheranchurch 

#reachoutsharechristwithall 

W O R S H I P  

Through Sep 1 

Summer Worship:  

One Sunday serviceat 

9:00 a.m. 

and Wed. July 24 at 7 

pm outdoors 

Office Closed:  

July 4th, 17th, 18th 

http://www.halfwaycreek.org

