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F R O M  P A S T O R  C H R I S 

The journey from Lent to Easter embrace and encourage a season of self-

examination that leads to new life. In Lent we focus on some of the tensest mo-

ments of Jesusõ teaching and life. As he fights with the Pharisees, as he tries des-

perately to get his disciples to understand that he is going to die, as he points us 

toward the cross that he was sent to bear, we are called to look deeply at ourselves. 

How do we understand the crucifixion that leads to resurrection in our own life? Do 

we follow as closely to Jesusõ way and teaching as God is calling us to? 

The word Jesus and his disciples used to talk about that examination and commit-

ment to following Jesus was òchange.ó 

Change. The word itself can conjure up a range of emotions: excitement, anxiety, 

trepidation, or even fear. As Christians, we continuously wrestle with the concept of 

a life transformed, a journey from the "old self" to the "new self". But that doesnõt 

mean change is easy. 

Jesus knew that his death would lead to new life. And still he struggled, he cried out, 

and he prayed that the cup would pass from him. 

In our own lives, embracing change can be daunting. We may cling to familiar rou-

tines, relationships, or beliefs, fearing the unknown. However, through faith in God, 

we can find the courage to step outside our comfort zones and embrace the  
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potential for growth. 

At HCLC we are engaging in a year of examination as we think about where God is 

calling us in a next chapter of being church together. At our annual meeting this 

yearõs Vision Board was charged with the task of researching and beginning  

conversations that could lead to a new structure of ministry. They will be looking at 

what it would mean to share ministry with other congregations. Many congregations 

in our synod are already, and many currently are looking at becoming, multi-point 

parishes ð that is, churches that share a pastor, at the least, and potentially also 

other mission goals or ministry staff. Might this be a direction God would lead us  

toward for not just sustainability, but a bold new way of being church together for 

the sake of our communities? 

But change is difficult. Our Lent and Easter journey asks us the question: how often 

do we truly embrace the changes that lead us to this new life? 

Life is rarely static. We encounter new challenges, opportunities, and experiences 

that shape our journeys. As Christians, we are called to navigate these changes with 

faith and open hearts, for they can often be doorways to a deeper understanding of 

ourselves and our connection to God. 

There will be times throughout the year where we all will come together to hear 

updates, ask questions, lament the uncomfortableness of change, and dream  

toward what God has in store for us. Additionally, you are always welcome to find 

Pastor or any Vision Board members for conversation ð we actually want to hear 

from you more than you probably think. 

As we pray, examine, explore, and dream toward where God is leading us, let us 

consider that Jesusõ path from death to new life was not easy. Not for him, and not 

for those following him. But that journey was the most life-giving one we know. And 

we can always remember that following Jesus, however difficult, will always have 

abundant new life at the other end. 

-Pastor Chris 
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Thank you to everyone who attended the annual meeting. We had excellent repre-

sentation from the congregation. 

-After a review of last yearõs expenses and income, we approved a budget that does 

not provide staff wage increases and keeps Pastor at the 6th year synod compen-

sation guideline. He is entering his seven year of ministry. 

-We reviewed the repairs that are needed on the church. 

-We reviewed the income and expense of the parsonage. There was only a one 

month gap between tenants this past year. New in 2023 is that we are paying prop-

erty tax on the parsonage. 

-We discussed possible ways of closing our financial gap this coming year and into 

the future. Some ideas discussed include: capital campaign for repairs and to pay 

off mortgage, using memorial funds to get started on repairs and/or selling the par-

sonage. We decided to explore a shared ministry model, in which we share a pastor 

with another congregation. 

Welcome new Vision Board members: Bette Pedretti, Nancy Holley, Nicole Stumlin 

and Carrie Payne. Thank you to outgoing members: Gaye Johnson, Mike Martin and 

Diane Jostad. 

If anyone is interested in attending the Synod Assembly in June, please contact a 

VB member. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Amy Noel, VB Secretary 

N E X T  V I S I O N  B O A R D  M EE T I N G  M A R C H  7 
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2 0 2 4  V I S I O N  B O A R D 

Co-Presidents 

Patti Happel 

patiszoo@yahoo.com 

608-317-9525 

Kari Washburn 

kari.washburn@yahoo.com 

608-790-7487 

Co-Secretaries 

Andrea Baxter 

baxtera42@gmail.com 

608-738-3896 

Amy Noel 

noelprairie@icloud.com 

608-386-0299 

Treasurer 

Carrie Payne 

payne.carrie@hotmail.com

608-790-4401 

Members 

Nancy Holley 

5445nanh@gmail.com 

608-526-3418 

Bette Pedretti  

bettepedretti@yahoo.com 

608-526-3241 

Nicole Stumlin 

bigfarmer053@yahoo.com 

608-769-3642 

 

Please contact the vision 

board with any input you 

may have. Vision Board 

meetings are scheduled for 

the second Thursday of each 

month.   

Your giving helps with our mission - Reaching Out to Share Christ with All 

January  Actual Budget  Y-T-D Actual Y-T-D Budget 

General Fund   12,529.85  20,015.00    12,529.85    20,015.00   

Expense  17,950.80  20,015.00    17,950.80    20,015.00  

Debt Reduction       285.00          285.00 

Giving at HCLC has been made even easier. You can now go  

directly to Paypal and search for Halfway Creek Lutheran church. 

You may also click or scan the QR code! Thank you for helping us 

further our mission. 

Noisy offering in February raised $197.65 for Holmenõs Hope! Thanks for your 

generosity. In March weõll be collecting for Lutheran World Relief Hurricane Kits.  

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=DN5GJEVDCAH56
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Our stained-glass windows tell the story of Godõs love 

with beautiful icons of our faith, and memorialize 

some of our earliest leaders of the congregation. 

Over the years, the areas around these windows 

have become worn down and are in need of repair.   

This is your opportunity to continue the legacy of 

these windows by contributing to their repair.  

By choosing to help repair a window, you are  

contributing to the preservation of our legacy of faith 

by keeping our building in good condition.   

 

Thank you for your help! 

Please use the form below when donating to this project. 
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Super Bowl Pizza Fundraiser  
The Pizza fundraiser was a HUGE success.  Halfway Creek Lutheran Church sold 

160 pizzas (10 more than Journey!), and since we surpassed 150 pizzas we got to 

òPie the Pastoró on February 25th after worship.  Check out the pictures below.   

Thanks Pastor for being a great sport!! 

Making over 300 pizzas and still smiling! 

Pastor gets a ôpieõ in the face!  Rich might be more excited 

than the kids!  


