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January 16, 2022, 9:00 a.m.—Second Sunday after Epiphany 

WWW.HALFWAYCREEK.ORG 

608-526-3701 

W 6 0 1 6  C O U N T Y  R D .  W          
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Welcome to Worship Service 
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You are invited to speak the bold text. Please stand as you are able at parts marked * 

 

 

PRELUDE    

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by 

name. Amen. 

 

We confess our sins before God and one another. 

 

Merciful God, 

Jesus shows us all the ways that we fall short. He also provides a way out of the holes 

we dig ourselves into. Forgive us our sins, and show us how to make better choices, 

be better friends, parents, kids, partners, and co-workers. Let Christ’s light shine 

through us, for the sake of Jesus we pray. Amen. 

 

Jesus does, indeed, forgive. Jesus cleanses us of our sin and recreates us in God’s im-

age. Receive the entire forgiveness of all your sins. Go, and walk free of guilt, shame, and 

sin. You are made new! In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG   Christ Be Our Light 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

God of justice, Jesus was angry when he saw how people treated the temple, your 

house. Remind us that how we treat your house, your mission, and your people mat-

ters.  Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

The Holy Gospel according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord! 

 

Gospel Reading:  John 2:13-25 

 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he 
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found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their ta-

bles. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and 

the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their ta-

bles. He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop mak-

ing my Father’s house a marketplace!” His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal 

for your house will consume me.” The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us 

for doing this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 

up.” The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and 

will you raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After he 

was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they be-

lieved the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

When he was in Jerusalem during the Passover festival, many believed in his name be-

cause they saw the signs that he was doing. But Jesus on his part would not entrust him-

self to them, because he knew all people and needed no one to testify about anyone; for 

he himself knew what was in everyone. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord! Praise to you, O Christ!  

 

 

SERMON 

 

ANTHEM OF THE DAY   The Trumpets Sound the Angels Sing 

 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended 

to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. iI be-

lieve in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the for-

giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

   

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

… God of righteousness, Hear our prayer. 

 

All these things we entrust to you, knowing that you are ultimately merciful and have al-

ready heard our prayers. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
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*PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

*OFFERING 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

 

We bring our offerings before you, Lord, not to show how good or deserving we are, but 

to praise you and to care for those that have greater needs than we do. Steer us toward 

justice, righteousness, and unity, for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

FIRST COMMUION 

 

PRAYER 

 

Most Holy God, for this sibling in Christ, who joins in sharing the meal of holy commun-

ion this day, we thank you. As you made him your own in baptism, feed and nourish him 

always with your forgiveness, grace, and love.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

Let us welcome this sibling in Christ to holy communion: 

 

Welcome to the Lord’s table.  We thank God for you. We pray that you will find joy and 

strength in this meal, until we feast forever at God’s heavenly banquet. 

 

Let us pray 

 

... In the name of Jesus Christ, the one who commands that we receive this meal together.  

Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.    We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy 
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Church, both now and forever. Amen 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-

tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

God gave us this house as a place to worship.  Jesus gave us this holy meal as a way to 

experience worship.  The Holy Spirit gave us fire so that others could experience wor-

ship through us. Come to the table. All is ready. 

 

*COMMUNION 

… the body of Christ given for you. Amen. 

… the blood of Christ shed for you. Amen. 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 

As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love with all the 

world. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

*BLESSING 

 

God the Creator who delights in you, Jesus the Savior who is born for you, and the lifegiv-

ing Spirit who shines on you, + bless you and keep you in hope and peace. Amen. 

 

*SENDING SONG   We Believe 

 

*DISMISSAL  Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. Thanks be to God. 

 

*POSTLUDE  
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Worship Leader: Pastor Chris;  Worship Accompanist:  Lynn Wegner 

We pray for Katie Wier, Phoebe Kitzke, Ayla Humphrey, Ted Latham, 

Gayle Kuespert, Mark Sanders, Beulah Sanders, Cary Heyer, Eric Erdman, 

Dawson Reed, Jenny Lee, Mary Dokkebaken, Karla Johnson, Alice Fon-

fara, Ruth Scholze, Milden Schwanebeck, Kathy Johnson, Zach Mossman, 

Marie Zezova 

In our prayers... 

Halfway Creek Lutheran Church members, visitors, family and friends,  

 

Last Sunday we announced that the Wisconsin Council of Churches was urging all 

churches in the state to return to distanced programing and virtual worship for a limited 

time (4-6 weeks), to combat the enormous spread of COVID-19 after the holidays.  After 

prayer and deliberation, we have decided to keep offering worship in-person and online 

as we have been.  (As always, although slowly, we are continually learning and research-

ing how to improve our online worship experience.) 

 

We have found that Halfway Creek Lutheran Church has been a model in this area of 

both welcome and precaution – being able to offer quality in-person worship with top-

notch risk management.  We feel that because our protocols are solid, and more im-

portantly that you all are using them well, we are able to keep offering worship as we 

have been.   

 

You should be proud of yourselves for how well you seek to welcome others by your mod-

elling safe conduct during a pandemic.  Keep it up – not just at church, but everywhere 

you go.  You are Christ’s light in the world, in this way, too. 

 

Thank you for all you do.  See you in worship, whether you join digitally or you come in-

person! 

 

-Pastor Chris 

Update on In-Person Worship 
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Thank You Volunteers 
 

Thank you to all our worship service volunteers.  Your time and talents make HCLC a better place 

of worship and reflection, of community and love, of life.  Anyone who would like to volunteer, 

please sign up on the clipboard located at the church entrance or use the sign-up genius button 

on our website or E-News.  

 

Worshiping in Person 
 

During worship, we will continue to respect each other by allowing for physical distance in the 

pews, wearing a mask, using sanitizer and taking communion at our seats. If you test positive for 

COVID-19 after attending worship, please contact the office. We will keep your information confi-

dential while also contacting others in attendance to let them know they were potentially exposed 

to COVID-19. Thank you! 

 

Quilters 

 

Quilters will meet at 9:00 a.m., Tuesday, February 1. 

 

Annual Meeting 

 
Mark your calendars for our Annual Meeting on Sunday, February 6, 2022 after worship from 

10:00-11:00 a.m.  

Birthdays this week:   18 Joy Jandt, Jordyn Stasiak 19 Tammy Howe  

     20 Donna Anderson 22 Rylend Tuquero  

     23 Kathie Severson 

Announcements 

Congratulations to our First Communion student 

 

Noah Lepsch 

 

who completed his instructional classes  

and was welcomed to the Lord’s table today!  

Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever 

believes in me will never be thirsty.” John 6:35  
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Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday, Jan. 16 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

9:45 a.m. Sunday School 

9:45 a.m. Education Series and fellowship 

Monday, Jan. 17 

Articles for February Currents due  

Thursday, Jan. 20 

9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study 

Sunday, Jan. 23 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

9:45 a.m. Sunday School 

9:45 a.m. Education Series and fellowship 

Tuesday, Jan. 25 

5:00 p.m. Holmen’s Hope Community din-

ner 

6:30 p.m. Faith+Full+Life monthly meeting 

at Journey Lutheran Church 

 

Giving at HCLC 

 
Giving at HCLC has been made 

even easier. You can now go di-

rectly to Paypal and search for Halfway Creek 

Lutheran church.  Or scan this QR code.  Thank 

you for helping us further our mission. 

 

Food Drive 
 
There is a constant need in our community for 

food. We have a grocery cart located near the 

front doors. Let’s fill it with non-perishable 

foods and toiletries each week. Your generous 

donations are so appreciated. 

 

Mail it Monday! 
 

In response to our mission to “Reach Out, 

Share Christ With ALL”, we are encouraging eve-

ryone to send mail. Grab a card from the bas-

ket. Write a note to someone you haven’t seen 

for a while or that you’ve thought of recently. 

Pop the note in the mail!! Share on social media 

using the hashtags: 

 

#mailitmonday  

#halfwaycreeklutheranchurch 

#reachoutsharechristwithall. 

Confirmation 
Students 

QR code for 
Worship Notes 

Form 

ELCA Youth Gathering 2022 July 24-28 

Minneapolis, MN 

Calling all 8th—12th grade students!  If you are interested in attending 

the Youth Gathering, please contact Shari by January 20.  

assistant@halfwaycreek.org 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=DN5GJEVDCAH56

