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W W W . H A L F W A Y C R E E K . O R G  

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 9  Currents 

Reaching Out to Share Christ with All 

 On Sunday, September 8, Halfway Creek Lutheran Church is joining with Holmen Lutheran 

Church for Worship and Service in Halfway Creek Park.   

8:00 AM  Indoor Worship offered at Holmen Lutheran Church 

8:30 AM Set-up begins at the band shell in the Halfway Creek 

Park  (coffee & donuts)   

9:30 AM Worship  in the Park-Bring a chair or blanket to sit on 

10:30 AM  Service Project on-site at the band shell with lunch following 

Sunday, September 1  9:00 am Worship 

Sunday, September 8  Worship at Halfway Creek Park (details above) 

Thursday, September 12 Vision Board Meeting 

Sunday, September 15  9:00 am Worship  Blessing Backpacks & Briefcases 

     followed by Ministry Fair; Sunday  School Sign-up, 

     Stewardship Program  and Finance Q & A 

Sunday, September 22 Worship changes to 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM  

    Sunday School Begins 9:15 AM 

Tuesday, September 24 Halfway Creek serving at Holmen’s Hope, American Legion 

Sunday, September 29 Worship at 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM   

What’s Happening in September 

Watch your mail for important correspondence from the Vision Board 
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N O T E  F R O M  S R .  B E C K Y  

C u r r e n t s  

Spiritual Practices of Maturing Faith 

 

Over the centuries, Christians have found that some practices are helpful in strengthening 

and maturing our faith. Like taking care of our physical bodies by exercise and eating food 

that is nutritious, these practices are easy to start, but more challenging to keep up with as 

the demands of life press in. So often we find that we have let those good habits slide and 

we have to begin again. That is how life goes! Both for exercise and for faith! 

 

Here are some basic spiritual habits of those who have a maturing faith: 

Dwell in God’s word daily 

Give thanks 

Pray 

Live generously 

Serve others 
 

Dwelling in God’s Word 

Reading and dwelling in scripture is foundational to a maturing faith. Even if it’s only for 5 

minutes, it’s important to develop a habit of daily dwelling in scripture. 
 

An easy way to begin is the ancient practice of Lectio Divina (Divine Reading) or a modified 

version that is called Dwelling in the Word. Quick reading is not what is meant, nor is it 

meant to be theological research. Rather it is developing a relationship with and finding 

Christ in the passage as living word. 

 

I like this practice especially with other people, but when I practice alone I find a notebook 

to jot down my thoughts and prayer very helpful - and interesting to review! 

 

1. Quiet your heart and mind in preparation (perhaps by praying the prayer: Be still and 

know that I am God) 

2. Read the (short) passage slowly. You could use the scripture insert from the last Sunday 

or use the readings for the upcoming Sunday (listed in the bulletin) and use each reading 

on a different day. It’s really up to you. 

3. Think (meditate) about the passage and pay attention to the word or phrase that catch-

es your attention. Pay attention to tension or other feelings in your body as you read as 

these are often signs of the Spirit speaking something you need to hear. What do you won-

der about? 

3. Pray - ask God what meaning this passage has for you today. (It might be different to-

morrow or next year!) 

4. Read the passage again. End your session prayerfully and go on about your day, trusting 

that the Spirit will continue to form meaning in you with this passage.  
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STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE 
During the recent congregational meeting, there was a lot of conversation about fellowship. 

We talked about how important our relationships with each other are as part of our faith 

journey. These relationships welcome people in and keep others coming back. It is one of 

the things that makes HCLC such a great place to be a part of. Stewardship and fellowship 

are good partners. The goal of stewardship is to help God’s people grow in their relationship 

with Jesus through the use of the time, the talents and the finances God has entrusted to 

us. On September 15th, we will launched the Fall Stewardship Program,  “Financing Fellow-

ship While Doing God’s Work.” Some time in October, we will ask you to consider how to 

grow in your financial commitment to HCLC and the local and global mission we serve. 

 

Hebrews 10:24-25  

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to 

meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as 

you see the Day drawing near. 

A Message from the Stewardship Team:  

BECAUSE OF YOU!!! THANK YOU!!!!! 

Because of you.... 

 -We enjoyed fellowship at the Holmen Kornfest parade, while “Reaching Out to 

Share Christ With All! Thank you! 

 -We enjoyed fellowship on Sunday evening while listening to music at the Holmen   

  bandshell. Thank you! 

 -We have begun planning for Sunday School, Confirmation and serving at Holmen’s 

  Hope. Thank you! 

 -We have produce from our beautiful garden. Thank you! 

 -We enjoy worshipping together on Sunday mornings and have Bible studies during 

  the week! Thank you! 

 

On September 15th we will kick off our fall stewardship campaign. On October 13th, BIshop 

Arends will be here to join us in worship. On that day we will ask you to consider what you 

can commitment in treasure to the ministry and fellowship of Halfway Creek Lutheran 

Church. 

Because of your time, talent and treasure, HCLC is “Reaching Out to Share Christ with All.” 

Thank you! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10%3A24&version=ESV
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Will be on September 15th after the 9:00 church service. Sunday School 

welcomes all children 2 years of age to 5th grade!  Parents and children 

will be able to turn in registration forms, meet teachers and take part in a 

fun start of the year activity. Registration forms will be sent out to parents 

soon and be available on the Sunday School Facebook page. We will also have forms 

available for parents to fill out the day of registration. We can't wait to welcome all of the 

children to another fun year!   Check us out on our Facebook page:  HCLC Sunday School 

Families. 

Teachers and Helpers— This year we are looking for teachers and helpers  to complete 

our Sunday School Program.  Teachers must be at least 18 years old and helpers at least 

13 years old.  If anyone is interested or have any questions about helping, please contact 

Carrie by phone (text or call) 608-790-4401 or email  payne.carrie@hotmail.com. 

RALLY SUNDAY & MINISTRY FAIR  
Is an event where you can learn about and volunteer for our 

ministries and service projects here at the church.  It will take 

place after 9:00 am service, on September 15th. It is a fun way 

to learn how you can use your time and talents to serve our 

congregation and our community.    

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION 

BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSINGS 
We pray for God’s blessings on all students, teachers, bus drivers, administrators, lunch 

room workers, custodians, coaches, and everyone else who is heading back to school this 

month! We will have a special blessing for everyone at the start of the new school year    

during worship on September 15 (9:00am). Please bring your backpacks, book bags, lunch 

boxes or briefcases to place them at the foot of the baptismal font at the start of service. 

Introduction to the Bible 

will be taught by Len Liptack 

at English Lutheran from 

5:30-9:00 PM.  Everyone is 

welcome! 

mailto:payne.carrie@hotmail.com
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Faith + Full + Life:  Living Faith Fully!    

(was known as Theology Uncorked) 

First Meeting Tuesday, September 24 at 6:30 PM in the  

Holmen Lutheran Church Lounge   

This is a shared ministry for women from Holmen area Lutheran churches including 

Holmen, Halfway Creek, Journey, and Mindoro-Lewis Valley Lutheran Churches.  Each 

month, we will have  conversation about real life and real faith.  Invite your friends as we 

gather in the Holmen Lutheran Church Lounge.  This group will meet the 4th Tuesday of the 

month at 6:30PM.     

Halfway Creek Lutheran is responsible for preparing and 

serving the Holmen’s Hope Meal on Tuesday, September 

24 at the American Legion.   We are in need of volunteers 

to help make desserts and serve the meal. Contact :  Mike 

Nedoba at MichaelN19@yahoo.com or 608-769-7829.  

Access Sign-up Genius through the HCLC website.  Church:  

526-3701 or assistant@halfwaycreek.org if you are willing 

to be a part of this ministry.  

HOLMEN’S HOPE SEPTEMBER MEAL  

CARE KITS FROM GOD’s WORK OUR HANDS 

LWR BOX CAR in LA CROSSE    Sat, October 12 from 7 - 11 am  

The Lutheran World Relief (LWR) boxcar will be in La Crosse on this date to load all quilts 

and health kits AND school kits that have been made and gathered in our   synod. Same 

location – on La Crosse's north side, pull into the Boys & Girls Club parking at 1260 Clinton 

St, keep driving straight ahead toward boxcar on the        railroad tracks. Also check the Fa-

cebook page for any changes:     www.facebook.com/LaCrosseLWRingathering/   

mailto:assistant@halfwaycreek.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qe-qGuKNt4v9j8QTTzIulhH_IE-UGeyvdGoG9Ls2MlBmSVZ9q6ZGRrLHW6mN2Zl05F2Tz3rarPYmQV6RyEJ6EiSh2To0lCFbip7VOkO3vNo13NzbPmSG06AclDZKFnLMuQ8SoYCP_V2i4Iggo7IRhaV-NzEYoaU_G3WHQwmYnwLugeQQP1pGwg==&c=Vnd3fkbPc9jM7BpsveAO5IU-0YCT9J4xHbp_yErna
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During Baptism God freely adopts us as children of God. We also commit to each other - 

and especially to the person being baptized- that we will walk together as the Holy Spirit 

forms faith in us.  

 

Faith formation lasts as long as we have breath - and we are all called to mentor and be 

mentored in the faith by each other. We also know that establishing relationships with    

faith-filled adults is a key asset in raising healthy and resilient children. 
 

YOU are invited to participate in a faith formation experiment!  
 

Beginning on September 29 and on the last Sunday of the month going forward, all the    

people of HCLC are invited to gather in our fellowship area for a 15-minute Intergen/Faith 

Formation time. While we share refreshments, we will also share highs and lows, reflect   

together on a verse from the Gospel for the morning, pray together, bless each other and 

maybe even sing a song together! Then, we’ll go off to our age appropriate faith formation 

activities.  

INTERGENERATIONAL FAITH FORMATION  

Calling all musicians! Halfway Creek is looking special        

music.  Do you have something you would like to play or sing 

for church?  Do you have a friend you would like to do some-

thing with?  We are looking special music for our upcoming 

services.  It can be instrumental or vocal, solo or more than 

one person. If you are interested, please contact Laurie      

Noelke at 608-317-2410 or laurie.noelke@halfwaycreek.org.  

 

 

 

Chime choir is looking for more members. Little to no music 

reading experience needed.  OK! We will teach you.  You 

only need to read two-three notes. If you are interested 

please contact Laurie Noelke at 608-317-2410 or           

laurie.noelke@halfwaycreek.org. 

Try it out and see what you think.  

MUSICIANS and VOCALISTS  

CHIME CHOIR NEEDS YOU! 

mailto:laurie.noelke@halfwaycreek.org
mailto:laurie.noelke@halfwaycreek.org
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Do you knit or crochet? Do you pray? 

Prayer shawls are simple items that are made with intention and prayer. Sr. Becky and the 

Befrienders can give people a physical reminder of God’s love and our prayers that        

surround them through difficult times.  
 

If you would like to make a prayer shawl, a simple pattern is available at the Info Center, 

or you can search “prayer shawl” on the internet for many pattern options. Please bring 

finished shawls to the office. 

It is not to our advantage to refinance our loan through Merchants Bank at this time.  Mer-

chants is reconfiguring our monthly loan payment based upon our current owed principle 

which will reduce our payment.  We will pass along the updated loan payment amount once 

we receive it.  We continue to research other potential lending options to possibly move the 

loan and we will update you as we lean more.  Thank you to those who have stepped up to 

help us out with additional financial gifts as it has been needed and appreciated.    

Our current loan payment as of July 2019 is as follows: 

 Principle $1,523.85 

 Interest  $1,535.96 

   $3,059.81 

FINANCE Q & A UPDATE FROM AUGUST 11, 2019 

In Our Prayers: Roy Ackermann,  Aiden Noth, Katie Wier, Phoebe    

Kitzke, Ayla Humphrey,  Ted Latham, Gayle Kuespert, Sue Bjerke, 

Larry Severson, Mark Sanders, Beulah Sanders, Betty Schmidt, 

Andy & Andrea Weckherlin, Maureen Ouellette, Sarahann Jones, 

Holly Peterson, Cary Heyer, Eric Erdman, Thelma Severson, Jean 

Schwanebeck 
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V I S I O N  B O A R D  M E E T I N G  M I N U T E S  F R O M  J U L Y  1 1  ,  2 0 1 9   

Halfway Creek Lutheran Church Vision Board Meeting Agenda July 11, 2019 6:00 PM 

 

Members: John Daily, Jodi Eide, Kathi Hagel, Patti Happel, Mandi Horstman, Gaye Johnson, 

Mike Nedoba, Ruth Scholze, Jen Strangstalien 

ex officio: Sr. Becky Swanson, Interim Pastor (SAM) 

 

Call to Order 6:12PM  

Devotion/Reflection Chapter 5 - Agile Church 

Approval of Agenda- Motion was made by Katie H. Ruth S made the second 

Approval of June 2019 Meeting Minutes- Update the total to $873 for the Brat Barn. 

Motion to approve with changes made John D. Second by Mike Nedoba 

Approval of the June 19th – fix parsonage, cutting employee time- Motion to approve 

with changes made by John D. And second by Patti H.  

Ministry Report- 

Lights for Liberty- Cameron Park Program starts at 8:00pm singing starts around 

7:30pm. 

Motion to receive the Ministry Report by Patti H. Second by Ruth S.  

Financial Report (& related concerns) Congregational Meeting 7/14/2019 

Thrivent Account Board of Trustees 

Total Revenue June 2019- $16,053.23. YTD total Revenue- $155,225.01 

Total Expenses June 2019- $14,327.32. YTD total Expenses- $155,469.68 

Ruth/mike 

Discussion on the current financing-  Options of renewing or dissolving  and          

renegotiate the interim contract.  Jen reached out to the bishop for guidance.  

The bishop suggested using our undesignated funds to catch up, refinance our 

mortgage, etc…. All items that we have discussed.  Jodi has an appointment 

with Gina Miller at Marine Credit Union to discussing refinancing on July 23.  

Looking into Mission Benefit Fund for refinancing as well.  Need to see what can 
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we afford on a monthly basis?  What is the average monthly shortage?  Having 

the meeting on Sunday 7/14 in the Fellowship Hall.  If we cannot figure out our 

finances so that we can call a Pastor, at this point it might not be financially    

feasible. Currently behind a month on Sister Becky’s insurance.  

OLD BUSINESS 

Fundraising opportunities- Trempealeau County Fair- all spots are filled.  Possibilities of 

a Chicken Q? Jen will reach out to Rhonda and Cassie as they are the ones who 

brought it up.  Holmen Kornfest- not sure who is doing the organization of bartend-

ers, Patti will see if she can find out who is planning.  

Space Planning- Cassie would like to help finalize spaces, should this be a new team?  

For major changes they would need to take to property committee and Vision Board. 

Teams- VB liaisons (Michele Olson was asked to join Technology Team)  need to figure 

out VB liaisons for each team. Technology- Kathi, Discipleship- Ruth, Communica-

tion- Patti, Stewardship- Jodi, Sunday School- Mike, Youth- Mandi, World Hunger- 

Mike, Interior Design- Jen, Liturgy & Music- John, Property- Gaye, Finance- Jodi.     

Liaisons need to reach out to their leaders. Kathi will send an email with the people 

on the teams.  

--- Sanctuary Roof (No update this month) 

NEW BUSINESS 

Sunday School Registration 

Closing Prayer- Lord’s Prayer  

Adjournment 

Motion made via email on July 6th by John Daily- “I would move that we authorizeMotion 

made via email on July 6th by John Daily- “I would move that we authorize the Treasurer to 

use our undesignated memorials and Thrivent funds to pay our immediate financial commit-

ments” Mandi Horstman made the second via email and the motion was carried by majority 

vote.  

Next meeting: August 8, 2019 @ 6:00 pm 
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S E P T E M B E R  B I R T H D A Y S  

1 

Rachel Temp 

3 

Adalyn Ruhbusch 

4 

Gail Dent 

5 

Gregory Britton 

6 

Teagan Yahnke 

8 

Gary Anderson 

Angela Kinsman 

9 

Casey Clark 

10 

Rayna Hendrickson 

11 

Brody Happel 

13 

Jason Bramwell 

Gayle Johnson 

Emersen  

Strangstalien 

14 

Buelah Sanders 

Rodney Sutherland 

Rochelle Thompson 

15 

Jesse Fiers 

17 

Kaden Casberg 

18 

Diane Jostad 

Emily Jostad 

Kimberly Noel 

19 

Alyssa Shisler 

20 

Dawn Rink 

21 

Nicole Lepsch 

22 

Hadley Given 

Hannah Wegner 

23 

James Hansen 

David Johnson 

Morgan Jostad 

Mark Sanders 

Stan Schwier 

Lila Sutherland 

25 

Ruth Jostad 

Benjamin Mueller 

Richard Pedretti 

 

26 

Alex Pedretti 

Eric Theisen 

28 

Aaron Balow 

Jason Ruhbusch 

30 

Jessica Cook 

Chad Hanson 

Julia Yahnke 

 

If your birthday is missing, please notify the office.   

Thank You received from Pastor Ken Schaub 

Dear Friends at Halfway Creek 

Thank you for remembering me upon my retirement.  You received me 

warmly when I was just a “baby pastor” and I look fondly upon my 9 

years at Halfway Creek.  Thank you for the hoodie and book from the 

congregation.  I appreciated that Ruth & Hannah were able to present 

it!  My prayers continue to be with the people of Halfway Creek.   
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AT HALFWAY CREEK BANDSHELL  

WITH HOLMEN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Volunteer to help at Worship 

For the month of September your            

assistance at each service is needed: 

 Acolytes 

 Greeters 

 Communion Assistants 

 Lectors 

 Powerpoint 

 Ushers 

Use Sign-up Genius button on the website; 

email assistant@halfwaycreek.org or there 

are  sign up sheets on the bulletin board 

near coffee area.   

Gifting of your time is important to help 

meet the needs of this congregation at 

each  service.  

Sexton and Offering Counters are needed 

to assist on a monthly basis.  If you want to 

know more, please contact the office. 

Thank you to those that serve the church!     

 Halfway Creek Lutheran Begins Two Services 

   Date: Sunday, September 22, 2019 

   Time::  8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 



 

 

If the need arises for Pastoral Care, 

please contact Sister Becky Swanson 

at one of the following numbers:   

Cell:  612-327-5087  

Direct Church Line:  608-399-3339 

Office :  608-526-3701 

The office will be open Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday from 

8:00 a.m. to  1:00 p.m.   If you need to 

reach Rose Wegner, you may leave a 

message on the answering machine or 

e-mail  at assistant@halfwaycreek.org. 

Sunday Worship at  

8:00 am & 10:30 am  

Sister Becky Swanson 

Halfway Creek Lutheran Church 

608-526-3701 

www.halfwaycreek.org 
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