
 

 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

 

W W W . H A L F W A Y C R E E K . O R G  

A U G U S T  2 0 1 9  Currents 

Reaching Out to Share Christ with All 

 Worship Schedule 

August 4  9:00 AM Indoors 

August 11 9:00 AM Indoors 

August 18 9:00 AM Outdoors 

August 25 9:00 AM Indoors  

Kornfest Parade Fun   

 Saturday, August 17th 
 

Join us in the Kornfest Parade!.  An easy and 

fun way to let the community know we are here 

and want to share Christ’s love with them.  

Contact Mike Nedoba (608)769-7829 or Jodi 

Eide (608) 399-5051.   Great Time For All!! 

V A C A T I O N  B I B L E  S C H O O L       

Who:      Children age 3 up through 5th grade 

Dates:   August 4-7 

Time:     6:00pm to 8:00pm with light supper offered at 5:30 for                      

children and their families. 

Place:   Journey Lutheran Church, 2703 Sand Lake Road, 

Onalaska, WI 

If you are able to help with supper on Monday night (August 5) or 

the Wednesday craft event,  please let Carrie know at 

payne.carrie@hotmail.com  

mailto:payne.carrie@hotmail.com
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N O T E  F R O M  S R .  B E C K Y  

C u r r e n t s  

Christian worship, no matter what denomination or type of church one attends, includes 

symbolism and rituals. In some traditions the presence of symbols and ritual gestures is 

very apparent, while in other church traditions, it is harder to see. In worship we have many 

symbols to remain us of certain aspects of our beliefs and faith in Christ. The symbols are 

present in patterns of speech, motion, and even the lack of some symbols.  

 

The most obvious Christian symbol is the cross. It symbolizes Jesus’ death by public       

execution and reminds us of the way God said “No!” to death by raising Jesus again three 

days later. Protestant churches typically display and empty cross, a reminder of Jesus’    

resurrection, whereas the Roman Catholic Church usually displays the crucifix, showing 

Jesus’ suffering and death. Neither is wrong; the symbol just emphasizes a teaching em-

phasis for that denomination. Some churches do not display a cross in the worship space 

at all, which is also symbolic. Certain churches in the Calvinist/Reformed tradition declare 

that the cross becomes and idol to worship, rather than a symbol. The Jehovah Witnesses 

and Mormons agree with that belief, and also do not use the cross as a symbol. 

 

Some of the other symbols that you see in our weekly worship are: the pastor’s alb (white 

robe) and stole (colored sash), candles, communion ware, paraments (colored clothes on 

the altar and pulpit), and even the church bell. The alb is a symbol of the traditional       

baptismal gown and so is a reminder of God’s gift of baptism. The stole symbolizes the 

towel which Jesus used to wash his disciples’ feet, and is in the shape of a yoke, which 

symbolizes the pastor or deacon being yoked to Christ for service to God’s church.        

Deacons wear their stole to the side, symbolizing their call to go and serve. The stole’s   

color corresponds to the color of the seasons of the year. 

 

Even gestures and hand motions can be symbolic and carry meaning. For instance, when I 

lead prayer in worship I turn my hands upward as a sign of lifting up our prayers to God, 

and when declaring forgiveness or giving a blessing I will turn my hand towards those     

receiving the blessing. I also make the sign of the cross, as a reminder that in our baptism 

we are sealed with the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever. A reminder 

of the presence of God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit —in our midst. 

 

All people attending worship (or at any time really) are free to use these gestures as             

reminders and symbols as well. Symbols and ritual gestures often used by those attending 

worship are closing eyes and folding hands during prayer; or, looking upwards and holding 

one’s hands up while praying or singing in worship. You can also make the sign of the 

cross for yourself when I make the sign over the whole assembly - either a little cross 

traced on your forehead or a cross that covers your whole body: head, heart,                    
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Contact the church office if you have a prayer concern, an announcement 

to share with the congregation or a need for pastoral support.   If there is 

no one in the office 608-526-3701, please contact Sister Becky Swanson 

directly at one of the following numbers:  Her Cell:  612-327-5087;         

Her Church Line:  608-399-3339 

and shoulders. Pausing, bowing before, or gazing at the altar picture before taking commun-

ion is a ritual gesture that symbolizes respect and awe before God’s gift in, with, and 

through the bread and wine. 

 

There is nothing wrong with symbolism and ritual gestures; in fact, they can be very helpful 

to keep us mindful of God’s presence among us and instructive when we know what they 

are and why we are doing them. As Lutherans, we think about symbols and ritual motions 

as aids to help us tell what God has done in our lives. They are not essential but can be very 

helpful to our formation as people of faith.  

STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE 

During the recent congregational meeting, there was a lot of conversation about fellowship. 

We talked about how important our relationships with each other are as part of our faith 

journey. These relationships welcome people in and keep others coming back. It is one of 

the things that makes HCLC such a great place to be a part of. Stewardship and fellowship 

are good partners. The goal of stewardship is to help God’s people grow in their relationship 

with Jesus through the use of the time, the talents and the finances God has entrusted to 

us. On September 15th, we will launched the Fall Stewardship Program,  “Financing Fellow-

ship While Doing God’s Work.” Some time in October, we will ask you to consider how to 

grow in your financial commitment to HCLC and the local and global mission we serve. 
 

Hebrews 10:24-25  

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to 

meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as 

you see the Day drawing near. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10%3A24&version=ESV
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The Vision Board held a congregational meeting on July 14th with a goal to openly discuss 

the financial health of HCLC and engage members in conversation and brainstorming on 

how to move forward.  As we examined how we got here, we discussed that the mortgage 

began being covered by the general fund in March 2018 after the building fund account 

was depleted and closed.  We have faced financial short falls in July 2018, November 

2018, February 2019, and June 2019. To cover previous expenses, we had withdrawn 

$8000 out of a Thrivent account and $7000 from dedicated funds.  However, to date we 

have repaid back all of the dedicated funds and most of the Thrivent account. A huge 

THANK YOU to the congregation for their support in responding to our calls for action when 

we faced short falls and to also help repay back previously used funds. The Vision Board 

continues to be very conservative and cautious with the movement of funds from other 

accounts.  

Currently, our major monthly expenses include the mortgage ($3,059.81), pastoral ministry 

($5,692.95), employees ($5,324.42), and various operating expenses ($2,189.47). Thus 

far in 2019, our average monthly income is $15,376 while our average monthly expenses 

are $17,411. Thus leaving an average monthly shortfall of $2,035 per month. We          

identified that we currently have 115 giving units and it was discussed if each giving unit 

gave $17.70 per month that would eliminate our current monthly deficit. 

As a Vision Board, we also brainstormed a wide range of possible solutions to our financial 

challenges. It was discussed at the congregational meeting that these were ideas for      

further feedback and not necessarily things we are immediately prepared to act upon at 

this time or possibly ever. The following were the ideas presented at the meeting: Increase 

giving, sell the parsonage, reduce employee hours, re-pledge to the building/mortgage, 

year-round stewardship program, refinance early, rent out building space, rescind current 

pastoral call offer, terminate current interim contract, reach out to absent members, and 

evaluate how/how not HCLC is meeting the needs of the members.   

The Vision Board has begun to reach out to members to evaluate what is going well and 

where there are needed areas of improvement. The finance team is meeting with          

Update from Congregational Meeting July 14, 2019 



 

 

Page 5 C u r r e n t s  

HOLMEN’S HOPE SEPTEMBER MEAL  

Halfway Creek Lutheran is responsible for preparing and 

serving the Holmen’s Hope Meal on Tuesday, September 

24 at the American Legion.   We are in need of volunteers 

to help make desserts and serve the meal. Contact :  Mike 

Nedoba at MichaelN19@yahoo.com or 608-769-7829.  

Access Sign-up Genius through the HCLC website.  Church:  

526-3701 or assistant@halfwaycreek.org if you are willing 

to be a part of this ministry.  

Thank you from Holmen’s Hope for the Summer Lunch Program 

Dear HWC Congregation: 

 

Thank you so much for your generous $436.50 donation raised at 

the Brat Barn.  We just so happen to need granola bars and fruit 

snacks to finish out the summer.  Per your request, this money will 

be used for just that. 

 

Your continued financial, service and prayer support mean the 

world to us. 

     God Bless!  Bev Rott  

Merchants Bank to discuss the possibility of refinancing early. The Vision Board is also 

working with the Synod office to further discuss the financial feasibility of moving forward 

with the current offered pastoral call.  We continue to seek your input, questions, ideas, 

and most importantly…prayers.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

On Rally Sunday, September 15th will be registration for this year’s 

Sunday School.  First day of Sunday school is September 22nd.  If 

you would like to be a teacher or helper, please use Sign-up Genius 

or talk with Carrie Payne. 

mailto:assistant@halfwaycreek.org
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Our Service Project this year will be assembling personal needs kits for Lutheran World 

Relief.  We will do this as a giant assembly line right at the park.  Our goal is to assemble 

300 of each kind of kit.  But we need your help!  

During the month of August, Halfway Creek will be collecting 300 full size towels and 

large bars of soap for the personal needs kits.    Collection boxes are downstairs for these 

items.  (Holmen Lutheran is collecting combs, nail clippers, toothbrushes.)   

Lutheran World Relief asks that all items be new and without any religious, military,      

nationality, flags, or camouflage markings on them.    

     Project Promise Personal Care Kits are shared with people who have lost              

everything from a natural disaster or life-threatening violence.  

 On Sunday, September 8, we will be joining Holmen Lutheran Church for Worship and     

Service in the park.   

8:30 AM Set-up with coffee & donuts begins at the band shell in the Holmen Legion Park   

9:30AM Worship  

10:30 AM   Our Service Project will be on-site at the band shell  

11:15 AM  Please bring your favorite chair or blanket to sit on! 
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Faith + Full + Life:  Living Faith Fully!    
(was known as Theology Uncorked) 

 

First Meeting Tuesday, September 24 at 6:30 PM in the  

Holmen Lutheran Church Lounge   

This is a shared ministry for women from Holmen area Lutheran churches including 

Holmen, Halfway Creek, Journey, and Mindoro-Lewis Valley Lutheran Churches.  Each 

month, we will have  conversation about real life and real faith.  Invite your friends as we 

gather in the Holmen Lutheran Church Lounge.  This group will meet the 4th Tuesday of the 

month at 6:30PM.     

Restored  by Living Water—Women’s Retreat has been rescheduled 
If you were planning to attend Aug 9-11 Women’s Retreat in Rochester, it has been           

rescheduled to Feb. 7-9, 2020.  Your registration spot will be held for the new date, unless 

we are notified.  
 

 Registration is open —Check your calendars—We would love to have you join us 

   HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST? 

A gentle reminder that a person’s name will only be placed on the public prayer list if we 

have direct permission from the person or an immediate family member. If we receive a 

prayer request from a third party, Sr. Becky will pass the name only on to the prayer chain 

– no details of the request. She will attempt to contact the person or family member      

directly to schedule a visit and/or to get their permission to include them in the prayers of 

the church.  

We pray for  Roy Ackermann,  Aiden Noth, Katie Wier, Phoebe Kitzke, Ayla 

Humphrey,  Ted Latham, Gayle Kuespert, Sue Bjerke, Larry Severson, Mark 

Sanders, Beulah Sanders, Betty Schmidt, Andy &  Andrea Weckherlin, 

Maureen Ouellette, Sarahann Jones, Holly Peterson, Cary Heyer, Eric       

Erdman 

Halfway Creek received a thank you card 

from the staff of Pine Ridge Retreat Center 

for our help and donations made to  them. 
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V I S I O N  B O A R D  M E E T I N G  M I N U T E S  F R O M  J U N E  1 3 ,  2 0 1 9   

In Attendance: Ruth Scholze, Jen Strangstalien, Gaye Johnson, Mike Nedoba, John Daily, Sr. 

Becky Swanson, Patti Happel & Jodi Eide 

Absent: Kathi Hagel and Mandi Horstman  Guest: Nic Hill from the Stewardship Committee 

Meeting called to order at 6:05 pm by President Jen Strangstalien 

Devotion/Reflection the Agile Church (chapter 4) 

 

Motion to approve agenda with one addition, Holmen’s Hope by Patti Happel, second by Mike 

Nedoba, carried 

 

Motion to approve May 2019 meeting minutes by John Daily, second by Patti Happel, carried 

Motion to receive the ministry report by Jodi Eide, second by Mike Nedoba, carried 

 

Financial Report presented by Jodi Eide: 

 May 2019 Total Revenue $13,830.41; Total Expenditures $17,286.86 

 Dedicated fund is back where it was started 

 Still working on replacing Thrivent account 

 No response to getting the Trust Committee organized 

 Monthly Financial Discussion will happen after the service Sunday, June 16, 2019 

 

Financial Concerns: 

 What do we cut to make budget? 

 Discussion on mortgage/pledges/refinance 

 Letter went out sharing financial concerns with bills coming due 

 Summer months can be a concern, continue promoting electronic giving 

Motion to approve the financial report by John Daily, second by Patti Happel, carried 

Vision Board will meet Wednesday, June 19, 6:00 pm to continue discussion on budget         

concerns maybe even calling a special congregational meeting to revise the budget. 

 

Nic Hill shared some thoughts from the Stewardship Committee that they are thinking about 

increasing to year round involvement to keep the congregation invested in the ongoing work of 

the church.  Ministry Narratives could be written and shared to show the various ways Halfway 

Creek ministers to the Holmen Community. Communicate the value of consistently giving to 

support the budget. Support the ministry of outreach to impact families and their faith journeys. 

Provide discussion points to the congregation regarding the positive things happening at HCLC 

but money is needed to support the projects. Send out cards to members who we haven’t seen 

in a while to encourage them to worship. The Vision Board & Stewardship Committee will      

continue to work together. 
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Brat Barn netted $873, Motion from Ruth Scholze to split the profit from the Brat Barn with 

the Socks/Underwear Lacrosse Area Synod collection and Summer Lunches for children, 

second by John Daily, carried. 

Another fundraising opportunity will be working at the Trempealeau County Fair, Patti      

Happel is organizing the workers. 

 

The Vison Board has decided that we will hold off at this time on the Sanctuary Roof until 

we can get the budget worked out. 

 

Expanding youth ministry includes picnics in the Holmen Park during the Sunday evening 

concerts, bring something to eat or grill and enjoy the music and fellowship with the     

members at HCLC. Also looking at starting a Mom’s Group, Bible Study for Mom’s or young 

members in the church, invite more members to help with confirmation to get to know the 

kids better, support groups, more         fellowship.  

 

Space planning – decorative plan for the coffee area and maybe the Sunday school rooms 

 

Worship Team is feeling less engaged with the congregation and wanting to make changes 

with space possibly including moving piano and bringing singers back down to floor level. 

Worship Team will sing July 28 and will invite congregational input leading up to that       

service with a plan to move for that date. 
 

God’s Work Our Hands joint service in the Holmen Park, Sunday September 8, 2019. HCLC 

will collect soap and towels for the service project.   

 

Mike Nedoba & Jodi Eide will organize the parade for Kornfest.  Patti Happel will get       

information about t-shirts, fundraising in the beer tent. 
 

Ruth Scholze will take care of sending a card/gift to Pastor Schaub from the congregation 

on behalf of his retirement from ministry. 

 

We serve for Holmen’s Hope September 24, 2019 and Mike Nedoba will organize the     

project. 

Meeting adjourn 8:45 pm 

Ruth Scholze, Acting Secretary 
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S E R V I N G  A N D  W O R S H I P  
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Achterkirch 
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Dave Bringe Bette 

Pedretti 

Barb Hale 

Joe Noth 

Volunteer 

Needed 

     

Volunteer to help at Worship 

For the month of August your assistance at 

each service is needed: 

 Acolytes 

 Greeters 

 Communion Assistants 

 Lectors 

 Powerpoint 

 Ushers 

Use Sign-up Genius button on the website; 

email assistant@halfwaycreek.org or there 

are  sign up sheets on the bulletin board near 

coffee area.   

Gifting of your time is important to help meet 

the needs of this congregation at each         

service.  

Sexton and Offering Counters are needed to 

assist on a monthly basis.  If you want to know 

more, please contact the office. 

Thank you to those that serve the church!     
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A U G U S T  B I R T H D A Y S  

2 

Tyson Gates 

3 

Simon Nedoba 

5 

Thelma Seveson 

6  

Rhonda Tremain-

Yeiter 

7 

Patricia Martin 

Andy Mueller 

Amy Noel 

9 

David Anderson 

Jenna Happel 

14 

Tyrus McCoy 

16 

Mary Ann Hadl 

17 

Sydney Craig 

18 

David Gates 

Jennifer Stasiak 

Jessica Tiffany 

Rori Tolvstad 

19 

Sally Johnson 

20 

Dana Casberg 

 

21 

Elijah Clark 

22 

Jane Halverson 

23 

Kayla Severson 

24 

Karla Johnson 

Declan Mihm 

25 

Carol Bringe 

Dominic Rosenow 

26 

Jenessa Hill 

Kohl Linberg 

 

 

27 

Abigail Bramwell 

Brandon Clark 

Marry Dokkebaken 

Evan Tuquero 

28 

Violet Chase       

Malvin Howe 

29 

Kaila Casberg 

Samantha Olson 

30 

Rosalinda Miller 

31 

Marna Holley 

If your birthday is missing, please notify the office.   

Looking for a creative way to express yourself.   How about 

Prayer Palette?     

During the summer, we will meet once a month at 6:00 pm.  If you have 

never picked up a brush, you can do it.  A time for fellowship and finding 

out what is in your soul.  Taught by our new member, Mary Thompson 

who teaches a similar class at the Spirituality Center during the school 

year.  Watch for more   details in the bulletin and weekly email.  Cost is 

$12.00.To register:  Call the office or email assistant@halfwaycreek.org.  

Monday, Aug 19   



 

 

If the need arises for Pastoral Care, 

please contact Sister Becky Swanson 

at one of the following numbers:   

Cell:  612-327-5087  

Sr. Becky Direct :  608-399-3339 

Office :  608-526-3701 

The office will be open Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday, and Friday from 8:00 a.m. to  

1:00 p.m.   If you need to reach Rose 

Wegner, you may leave a message on the 

answering machine or e-mail  at 

assistant@halfwaycreek.org. 

Sunday Summer Worship 9:00 a.m.  

               Sister Becky Swanson 

Halfway Creek Lutheran Church 

608-526-3701 

www.halfwaycreek.org 
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