
 

 

J U N E  2 0 1 9  

June 2 

9:00 am Worship Service 
 

June 9-Pentecost 

9:00 am Worship Service 

Birthday of the Church (see pg. 4) 

 

 

W W W . H A L F W A Y C R E E K . O R G  

Currents 

June 16—Synod Assembly Weekend— 

                                            Bishop Jim DVD Sermon  

9:00 am Worship Service—no communion 

June 23 

9:00 am Outdoor Worship Service   

 

June 30 

9:00 am Worship Service, Healing Prayer & Baptism 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Brat Barn at Festival Foods 

HCLC is having a fundraiser at the Brat Barn at the Holmen Festival 

Foods on Sat. June 8th!  Come out between 10:00 am and 6:00 pm 

with your family and friends and enjoy some food and fellowship.   
 

 Not only is this a chance to raise some money for our church but 

bring our core message of: 

- “Reaching Out To Share Christ With All” into the community, along    

with your help during the sale, building relations within our church family   

 

 Contact Mike Nedoba either by cell 608-769-7829 or email  michaeln19@yahoo.com to 

volunteer for an hour or the whole day.   

Congratulations to Jack Bringe graduating this year and thank you to his 

family for informing us.      

mailto:michaeln19@yahoo.com
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Traveling this summer? Starting Tuesday, May 28 Sister Becky will hold a weekly 

online evening Bible study via Facebook Live at 7:30 pm. Watch our Facebook page for     

information. We will use the readings for the upcoming Sunday as a basis for our time                 

together. All you need is access to our Facebook page! (You do NOT need a web cam to    

participate.) 

I think my favorite moment of the last month was on May 19, when we witnessed Mia 

Lynn’s baptism into God’s family. Heard her parents commit to a life of faith-filled nurturing 

and WE committed to include her in our prayers as a community of faith. 

 

Then, we turned our attention to six young people who had completed three years of gath-

ering together to study God’s word, learn about the faith into which they were baptized as 

infants, and make and strengthen relationships. We witnessed them affirming the same 

promises of faith-filled living that their parents made so many years ago. 

 

To live among God’s faithful people    

To hear the Word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper 

 

These are intentions that are kept in consenting to belong to a community of faith and    

being present at worship. 

 

To proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 

 

These are intentions that we keep in our daily life, the part after “Go in peace to love and 

serve the Lord!” — to live in ways that show how we love God and follow Jesus by how we 

treat our neighbors. 

 

That Sunday was favorite for me because of the way it connected baptism and affirmation 

of baptism (or confirmation.) Confirmation is not, and never has been “graduation.” We are 

never done being formed by God’s Word, the sacraments, and the faith community.  

 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Sr. Becky 
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Birthday of the Church—June 9 

Come and help us celebrate the birthday of the church - the day the Holy Spirit 

was poured out on everyone gathered and looked like tongues of FIRE! 
 

Everyone is invited to wear Red -- or even Orange and Yellow -- and all the        

children will help us open the birthday gifts WE receive! And there will be cake.  

Looking for a creative way to express yourself.   

How about Prayer Palette?     
 

During the summer, we will meet once a month at 6:00 pm.  If you have 

never picked up a brush, you can do it.  A time for fellowship and finding 

out what is in your soul.   Taught by our new member, Mary Thompson 

who teaches a similar class at the Spirituality Center during the school 

year.  Watch for more details in the bulletin and weekly email.  Cost is 

$12.00.To register:  Call the office or email assistant@halfwaycreek.org. 

Dates:   Monday, June 17;  July 15; August 19   

Your generosity toward the ministry that happens at HCLC is important. There are at least 

three ways that you can continue your spiritual practice of generosity even when summer 

activities keep you away from worshipping with us. 
 

1) Simply Giving - Through Thrivent, this program sets up an automatic withdrawal from your 

savings or checking account. There is form in the office and it takes a few days to get things 

set up. You can adjust the frequency and amounts but that takes a few days each time. 
 

2) Your Bank's Bill Pay - Most banks have this service. You can "set it and forget it" or adjust 

it as frequently as you wish. 
 

3) GivePlus - There is an app you can download (iOS and Android) to your phone or tablet 

that allows you to set up onetime or recurring donations. We also have the link on our web-

site. You have to enter your banking information and then can set either a one-time or recur-

ring donation. Changes can be made by logging back in to the app. 

 

If you have questions or need assistance with any of these contact the Treasurer, Jodi Eide. 

Spiritual Practice:  Generosity 
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WALK…...LOVE…...DO 

The La Crosse Synod has invited us to take part in a Socks and Underwear Drive.   

Socks and underwear are among the most requested and least donated items at shelters, 

free clothing stores, and other charitable organization. The drive is to collect new socks and 

underwear for men, women, youth & children which will be distributed to  organizations 

working in our synod.  You may bring your items to church until Thursday, June 13th.      

 

Halfway Creek Lutheran Church Garden  

The garden is located below the hill by the outdoor  worship area.  This       

ministry meet at 9:30 AM on Wednesday.  If that time doesn’t work, you are 

welcome to come and work in the garden anytime.  Call Nancy Holley (608)

526-3418– to see what  needs to be done.    All produce is donated to the          

Salvation Army meal program. This ministry meets on Wednesday at 9:30 

am to work in the garden.  If you are interested, please come and join us, or 

if you have time in the evening.   

Halfway Creek Youth and Family ministry 

invites everyone to join us at Holmen 

Sunday    Concerts in the Park on the 4th 

Sunday of the month for fellowship and 

fun. 
 

Bring your blankets and lawn chairs, 

something to grill for your family and 

something to share. We'll have the grill 

ready at 4:30 PM Don't forget to wear 

your HCLC shirt!   (Connect with Patti 

Happel if you need a new one.) 

Lost & Found Items 

Check out the basket to see if you have anything in there.  On June 3rd, all 

items will be given to a worthy organization. 
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Financial Report Update from Q & A on May 12, 2019 

In November 2018, we withdrew $8,000 from our Thrivent fund to cover expenses. Thanks 

to the family that put out the challenge and contribution as well as to everyone else who 

has given thus far we have paid $3,752 back so we still owe $4,248.  Let's please keep it 

going.  Please reference contributions with Repay Thrivent Fund. 
 

When the Thrivent Fund was opened there was a Trust Foundation document created to 

provide oversight of the funds.    The Vision Board is looking for an individual(s) that has 

expertise in this area to provide feedback on the document.  If interested please contact 

Rose in the church office.   

  

In July 2018, we borrowed from our dedicated fund to meet expenses.  I am thrilled to let 

you know that we have paid back the entire $5,659.81 that we had left to repay.   
 

We currently owe $466,366 on our loan for our addition.  Any contributions given for this 

should be marked debt reduction.   
 

Each Sunday following the monthly Vision Board meeting we are reviewing the prior month 

and year to date financials.  During the summer, when we have one service at 9:00 AM, we 

will meet at 10:15 am. All are welcome to attend. 
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Thrivent Pay Back Challenge Update 

In March 2019, a member of our congregation put out a challenge that if we could raise 

$1,000 by June 1, 2019, this member would give $1,000 toward repaying the Thrivent 

fund.  We are thrilled to report that we have met that challenge as we have received 

$1,122.00. With the member who set the challenge giving an additional $1,000 the amount 

that we owe is down to $5,778.00.   Now that we have met the challenge this member has 

set another goal that if we can raise another $1,000.00 by June 1st, they will contribute    

another $500.00.   Thanks so much to everyone who has contributed thus far and let’s 

keep it going.   

   Fall Book Study 
 

This fall we will be reading One Coin Found , How God’s Love Stretches to the 

Margins by Emmy Kegler.  We will be placing an order, so let the office know 

by June 30th if you would like us to purchase one.  More info will be      forth-

coming. 

Mark your Calendars This year Vacation Bible School will be 

held August 4-7 at Journey Church.  More details will follow.   

2019 Women's Retreat theme is "Come Near the Well" 
 

Women from Halfway Creek, Holmen Lutheran, Journey Lutheran and Mindoro-Lewis Valley 

Lutheran are invited to come together for a time of prayer, study, and rest.  
 

Based on requests from last year, you may choose to start your retreat on Friday evening, 

August 9th at 7pm. We will again be at Assisi Heights in Rochester, worship at a nearby 

church on Sunday morning, August 11th and a service project in the afternoon, heading 

home around 3pm. Car pools are encouraged among those who register. 

 

Sr. Becky, Pr. Allison, and Pr. Alyssa will lead sessions that are centered around bible stories 

of being restored by the gift of Living Water. 
 

Register online via the Facebook Event or by sending a check for $25 to HCLC Office (please 

include your contact information.)  
 

Total cost will be around $100 per person and includes two-nights single accommodations, 

four meals, and snacks. 
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S E R V I N G  A N D  W O R S H I P  

  S E X T O N  A L T A R  

G U I L D  

O F F E R I N G  

C O U N T E R S  
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Mike Martin Carrie Payne 

Nicole Stumlin 

Rhonda 

Britton 

Sonja Nelson  
  

     

J
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9  

9

0

0 

Stan Schwier Karla Johnson 

Diane Jostad 

 

Bette Pedretti 

Susan Jostad 
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1

9

0

0 

Archie 

Achterkirch 

Diane Jostad 

Nancy Holley 

 

Jodi Eide 

Volunteer 

Needed   

     

J
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E   

2

3  

9

0

0  

David Bringe Barb Hale 

Bette Pedretti 

 

Joe Noth 

Volunteer 

Needed 
  

Volunteer to help at Worship 

For the month of June your assistance at each 

service is needed: 

 Acolytes 

 Greeters 

 Communion Assistants 

 Lectors 

 Powerpoint 

 Ushers 

Use Sign-up Genius button on the website; 

email assistant@halfwaycreek.org or there 

are  sign up sheets on the bulletin board near 

coffee area.   

Gifting of your time is important to help meet 

the needs of this congregation at each         

service.  

Sexton and Offering Counters are needed to 

assist on a monthly basis.  If you want to know 

more, please contact the office. 

Thank you to those that serve the church!          

J
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9

0

0  

Archie 

Achterkirch 

 

Diane Jostad 

 

Mike Martin 

John Daily 
  



 

 

Page 9 C u r r e n t s  

We pray for  Roy Ackermann,  Aiden Noth, Katie Wier, Phoebe Kitzke, 

Ayla Humphrey,  Ted Latham, Gayle Kuespert, Sue Bjerke, Larry      

Severson, Mark Sanders, Beulah Sanders, Betty Schmidt, Andy &    

Andrea Weckherlin, Maureen Ouellette, Orin Nyseth, Jim Ronnie,    

Sarahann Jones,  Holly Peterson, Cary Heyer 

1 

Adelynn Balow 

 3 

Bryce Hale 

4 

Blake Anderson 

Jordan Anderson 

Karla Anderson 

6 

Liam Oines 

Aleasha Payne 

9 

Alice Miller 

10  

Brian Johnson 

 

12 

Jillian Eide 

Hallie Halverson 

13 

Joseph Anderson 

14 

Susan Swackhamer 

15 

Jackson McCoy 

Tyler Rosenow 

16 

Carol Gordon 

 

 

 

 

17 

Mary Gordon 

Dylan Hale 

Samanatha Jones 

Abbey Stasiak 

18 

Henry Barbour 

Jessica Harper 

19 

Rowdy Beneke 

Anna Holley 

Andrew Wilson 

20 

Patti Happel 

Glenn Schmidt 

 

21 

Benjamin Olson 

23 

Nadine Strauss 

 24 

Jack Binge 

 25 

Elvern Nyseth 

26 

Jameson Happel 

27 

Sami Adam 

Aiden Noth 

29 

David Gates 

 

If your birthday is missing, please notify the office.   
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Attendance:  Jen Strangstalien, John Daily, Patti Happel, Kathi Hagel, Mike Nedoba, Ruth 

Scholze, Jodi Edie, Mandi Horstman, Gaye Johnson, Sister Becky Swanson.  

Absent:  

Call to order: Jen Strangstalien at 6:05pm    Opening discussion on the Agile Church reading. 

March Meeting Reflection:  As a group we need to be respectful of one another and  what 

one another want or need to say.  John Daily will bring “Norms” from his work meetings.  

Approval of agenda-  Ruth Scholze made a motion to approve the agenda, Patti Happel 

made the second. Discussion : moved to table the Space Planning to next months 

agenda.  Motion Passed. 

Approval of Minutes: Ruth Scholze made a motion to approve the March minutes with a 

change of time listed and Mike Nedoba made the second.  Passed.  

Ministry Report:  Sr. Becky Swanson sent in.  She will be taking some time off after Easter as 

well as the week after confirmation.  The confirmation lock-in was fun but only had 5 or 

6 kids.  John Daily and a motion to receive the Ministry report and Mike Nedoba made 

the second. Passed.  

Financial Report:   

We are officially changed over to Brotherhood Mutual.   

A member put out  Thrivent Challenge if congregation members can donate $1000 to help 

payback these funds the anonymous member will donate an additional $1000- $222 

had been given so far.   

Complaint about the envelopes not being sent out, Rose did call the company and they     

stated they were at the post office.    

Discussion on sending thank you letters to families/individuals that give a certain amount 

over their usual giving.  Other churches send out at $250+ for a one time gift.             

Suggestion was made for $300 + or and unusual gift.  Mike Nedoba made a motion to 

send a thank you for special gifts that are over $300 or any gifts that may be unusual for 

a family.  Ruth Scholze made the second. Motion Passed, Jodi Andersen will have      

discretion of who to send letters to.  

Total Revenue for March 2019: $72,713.16, Total Expenditures: $68,326.43 

YTD Revenue: $104,480.67, YTD Expenditures: $102,273.93 

Thank you to Jodi Edie for meeting with the congregation members in between services 

to discuss finances.  

Mandi Horstman will talk about electronic giving on May 5th.  Give Plus application, Bank 

pay, or Simply Giving.  
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John Daily brought up the $50,000 gift we received.  Do we use this as a challenge to the    

congregation?  It was worded that way in the newsletter.  And we should be looking at   

refinancing the mortgage sooner than later.  

John Daily Motioned to approve the Financial Report, Patti Happel made the second, motion 

passed.  

New business 

Stewardship for all seasons- John Daily and Amy Noel attended an informational event for   

stewardship.  It is a chance to work with a consultant.  It is an investment at $2900 for the 

year.  The focus of the system is on the mission of the church but could be tailored to debt 

reduction as well. The synod is looking at grant money for churches to help them fund the 

consultant. It would be a year round process.  The church decision would be made in April/

May.  Steps are Inform, Motivate, Ask, and Thank.  Vision Board would be able to approve 

on their own as it falls under the $5000 threshold outlined in the constitution. Questions: 

Do we need to pay all out once or can we do over a payment plan, do we appeal to the   

congregation to see if someone would donate. Do we use dedicated funds.  Continued with 

a lively discussion on stewardship. Would like Amy Noel to take back to Stewardship Team 

and get their opinion.  

Principle Reduction Drive:  

June 8th Brat barn- Thrivent Action Plan funding- Mike Nedoba will work on getting Volunteers.  

Beef stick sales? 

Need Fundraising ideas- keep it positive.  

Tee Shirts- Patti Happel will look at ordering.  

Ministry Teams- Kathi Hagel and Gaye Johnson sent email out to teams, but only got a few   

responses.  Marna Holley- Communication, Carrie Paine- Sunday School (needs: more kids, 

sub teachers, miss you cards, key for storage room, Sunday School offering), John Daily- 

Worship& Liturgy (will meet after Easter).  Rose could use help with communications.  They 

are going to host a “teams” meeting on May 7th at 6pm.  Ruth Scholze will bring cookies.  

Summer Worship Schedule: Sr. Becky Swanson purposed 1 service a Sunday starting on Me-

morial Day weekend 9am. Sr. Becky also stated that the Worship Team wanted to take a 

sabbatical this summer. Mandi Horstman made a motion for summer worship schedule to 

start Memorial Day weekend 5/26 with a 9am service, having outdoor worship 1-2 times 

per month. Patti Happel made the second, motion passed.  

Upcoming items:  Patti Happel and Kathi Hagel will be absent for the May 9th meeting, Mandi 

Horstman will be absent for the June 13th meeting.  

Motion was made to adjourn- 8:45pm.  
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P A S T O R A L  C A R E  

O F F I C E  H O U R S  

Halfway Creek Lutheran Church 

Sunday Worship   9:00 a.m.  

Sister Becky Swanson 

The office will be open Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday, and Friday from 8:00 a.m. to  

1:00 p.m.   If you need to reach Rose 

Wegner, you may leave a message on the 

answering machine or e-mail  at 

assistant@halfwaycreek.org. 

If the need arises for Pastoral Care, 

please contact Sister Becky Swanson at 

one of the following numbers:   

Cell:  612-327-5087  

Direct Church Line:  608-399-3339 

Email:  pastor@halfwaycreek.org 


