
 

 

M A Y  2 0 1 9  

 

May 5 

8:00 am Worship Service 

10:30 am Worship Service & Baptism 
 

May 12—Happy Mother’s Day 

8:00 am Worship Service 

10:30 am  Worship Service 

No Sunday School 

W W W . H A L F W A Y C R E E K . O R G  

Currents 

May 19 

8:00 am Worship Service 

9:15 am Last Day of Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship Service & Confirmation 
 

 

May 26—Summer Schedule Begins 

9:00 am Worship Service Only 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

On June 2nd at both the services, the high school and college graduates 

will be honored.  Please contact the church office by Thursday, May 23  

if you or someone in your family is graduating this spring.   

H I G H  S C H O O L  &  C O L L E G E  G R A D U A T E S  R E C O G N I T I O N  

The following made their first communion in April:  Jason Bramwell, 

Jaxson Happel, Rylan Hendrickson, Landry Hill, Aleasha Payne, Adalyn 

Ruhbusch and Reid Stumlin.    

Confirmands affirmed their baptism in the Rite of Confirmation on Sunday, May 19.  Support 

our young people on this milestone of their faith journey!  The Confirmands this year were:  

Gavin Bramwell, Owen Bringe, Rayna Hendrickson, Declan Mihm, Allison Oines and 

Ethan Oines.  

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  C O N F I R M A T I O N  S T U D E N T S  



 

 

F R O M  S I S T E R  B E C K Y  

Page 2 C u r r e n t s  

Dear friends in Christ, 

 

As we turn the corner into the last month of the program year, I want to take up the chal-

lenge Amy Noel proposed during the message on Sunday, April 28 and give THANKS, start-

ing with Amy who was able to say “yes” when asked to help. I also want to acknowledge the 

folks who served for the last nine months on my candidacy support committee — an         

important part of the work I have been asked to do in preparation for changing my role from 

Deacon to Pastor. Thank you to Morgan Jostad, Diane Jostad, Thelma Severson, and Amy 

Noel who met with me monthly, giving me important feedback and also providing evaluation 

information to the ELCA candidacy committee and Bishop Arends.  

 

In addition to these folks, I invite you to give thanks for the work and support of your Vision 

Board, active ministry volunteers such as Sunday school teachers, confirmation mentors, 

worship team singers, befriends and prayer chain members, Archie Achterkirch and 

property team, Diane Jostad and altar guild, and your paid ministry partners: Jodi Anderson, 

Laurie Noelke, Rich Pedretti, Cassie Tolvstad, and Rose Wegner.  

 

This month we will welcome two new siblings into the family of God through baptism, hear 

six young people affirm the faith into which they were baptized, plant pumpkins and cele-

brate God’s mothering care for us and the whole world. What a month to look forward to! 

 

Bon Voyage and another opportunity to help! 

Rose Wegner, our congregation’s administrative assistant, will be on vacation (a trip to the 

Holy Land!) from May 11 to 22. Staff will be working together to cover some of the regular 

tasks, such as making bulletins, however we could use your help to provide “office hours” 

answering the phone and being available to receive deliveries and drop in visitors. If you are 

available, even for a few hours on a Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, or Friday while Rose is 

gone and are able to help, please contact the office. We appreciate your patience and   

support while Rose is away with her family for this once in a lifetime trip!  

 

I will be taking some vacation at the end of the month and Reverend Barbara Bruneau will 

be with you on May 26, the day we change over to our summer schedule. 

 

In Christ’s service with you, 

Sr. Becky 



 

 

O N L I N E  S U M M E R  B I B L E  S T U D Y  C O M I N G  
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Hospitality is THE defining mark of a vital congregation.  

Confirmation students and ALL of us are invited to share our gifts in service to our          

congregation and to the community. There are MANY opportunities to provide hospitality 

and welcome and leadership during the coming month. 

Greeters come a little early and help welcome people into our building and direct visitors. 

Ushers come a little early and distribute bulletins (and palms!), collect the offering, help       

people participate in communion or other big liturgical actions and provide a                      

welcome atmosphere for those in worship. 

Acolytes come a little early and help with communion, extinguish candles, and assist (they 

do NOT need to wear robes in all cases) 

Lectors/Readers prepare ahead of time and help share God's story in scripture (extra    

readers needed for Palm Sunday!) 

Projectionists come a little early and help us participate fully in worship. 

None of these jobs are terribly technical or difficult but ALL of them are important!  

If you are willing to commit to share your gifts during Sunday morning or Holy Week ser-

vices, please contact Rose in the office. (or check the Sign-up Genius) If you need assis-

tance in knowing how to fill one of these roles, please talk with Sr. Becky well before the 

service starts (it is not possible to explain all this right before the service.) 

Traveling this summer? Starting Tuesday, May 28 Sister Becky will hold a weekly 

online evening Bible study via Facebook Live at 7:30pm. Watch our Facebook page for     

information. We will use the readings for the upcoming Sunday as a basis for our time                 

together. All you need is access to our Facebook page! (You do NOT need a web cam to    

participate.) 
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Mark your Calendars This year Vacation Bible School will be 

held August 4-7 at Journey Church.  More details will follow.   

Sunday School Schedule 
May 5—9:15 am 

May 12—No Sunday School 

May 19—9:15 am Last Day & planting pumpkins in garden 

   Fall Book Study 
 

This fall we will be reading One Coin Found , How God’s Love Stretches to 

the Margins by Emmy Kegler.  We will be placing an order, so let the office 

know by June 30th if you would like us to purchase one.  More info will be      

forthcoming. 

WALK…...LOVE…...DO 

The La Crosse Synod has invited us to take part in a Socks and Underwear Drive.   

Socks and underwear are among the most requested and least donated items at shelters, 

free clothing stores, and other charitable organization. The drive is to collect new socks and 

underwear for men, women, youth & children which will be distributed to  organizations 

working in our synod.  You may bring your items to church until Thursday, June 13th.      

Looking for a creative way to express yourself.   

How about Prayer Palette?     
 

During the summer, we will meet once a month at 6:00 pm.  If you have 

never picked up a brush, you can do it.  A time for fellowship and finding 

out what is in your soul.   Taught by our new member, Mary Thompson 

who teaches a similar class at the Spirituality Center during the school 

year.  Watch for more details in the bulletin and weekly email.   

Dates:   Monday, June 17;  July 15; August 19   
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In November 2018, we withdrew $8,000 from our Thrivent fund to cover expenses.  In 

March 2019, a member of our congregation put out a challenge that if we could raise 

$1,000 by June 1, 2019, this member would give $1,000 toward repaying the Thrivent 

fund.  As of April 14th, we are thrilled to report that we have met that      challenge as we 

have received $1,122.00. With the member who set the challenge    giving an additional 

$1,000 the amount that we owe is down to $5,778.00.   Now that we have met the chal-

lenge this member has set another goal that if we can raise another $1,000.00 by June 1, 

they will match that amount and they will contribute another $500.00.   Thanks so much to 

everyone who has contributed thus far and let’s keep it going.  Please reference              

contributions with Repay Thrivent Fund or Thrivent Fund challenge. 
  

In July 2018, we borrowed from our dedicated fund to meet expenses and we later paid 

$1,500.00 back to the account.  As of April 14th, we are grateful to be able to report that a 

member of our congregation has given $5,000.00 to repay the account leaving only 

$659.81 needing to be repaid.  
 

We currently owe $468,033.67 on our loan for our addition.  Any contributions given for 

this should be marked debt reduction.   
 

Each Sunday following the monthly Vision Board meeting we are reviewing the prior month 

and year to date financials at 9:15 am. All are welcome to attend. 

Financial Report Update from Q & A on April 14, 2019 
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How to Help Raise Funds For Events 

Brat Barn at Festival Foods 

HCLC is having a fundraiser at the Brat Barn at the Holmen Festival 

Foods on Sat. June 8th!  Come out between 10:00 am and 6:00 pm 

with your family and friends and enjoy some food and fellowship.   
 

 Not only is this a chance to raise some money for our church but bring our core message 

of: 

- “Reaching Out To Share Christ With All” into the community, along    

- With your help during the sale, building relations within our church family   

 Contact Mike Nedoba either by cell 608-769-7829 or email  michaeln19@yahoo.com to 

volunteer for an hour or the whole day.   

 

 

    Scrip Cards Available 

Buying groceries?  Filling your car with gas?  Thinking of a graduation gift?  Mother’s Day or 

Father’s Day?  We have over 50 vendors that you can purchase from through our Scrip    

program.  By ordering your cards in advance, guarantees that they will here for giving.  See 

the inserted form for a listing of multitude of vendors available.   Stop by the Scrip table 

after first service and before second service.   

Thrivent Pay Back Challenge Update 

In March 2019, a member of our congregation put out a challenge that if we could raise 

$1,000 by June 1, 2019, this member would give $1,000 toward repaying the Thrivent 

fund.  We are thrilled to report that we have met that challenge as we have received 

$1,122.00. With the member who set the challenge giving an additional $1,000 the amount 

that we owe is down to $5,778.00.   Now that we have met the challenge this member has 

set another goal that if we can raise another $1,000.00 by June 1st, they will match that 

amount and they will contribute another $500.00.   Thanks so much to everyone who has 

contributed thus far and let’s keep it going.   

Lost & Found Items 

Check out the basket to see if you have anything in there.  On 

June 3rd, all items will be given to a worthy organization. 

mailto:michaeln19@yahoo.com
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S E R V I N G  A N D  W O R S H I P  

  S E X T O N  A L T A R  

G U I L D  

O F F E R I N G  

C O U N T E R S  

A

P

R  

7  

8

0

0 

Mike Martin Carrie Payne 

Nicole Stumlin 

Rhonda 

Britton 

Sonja Nelson  
1

0

3

0 

Morgan Jostad 

     

A

P

R  

1

4  

8

0

0 

Stan Schwier Karla Johnson 

Diane Jostad 

 

Bette Pedretti 

Susan Jostad 

1

0

3

0 

Kermit Jostad 

     

A

P
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2

1  

8

0

0 

Archie 

Achterkirch 

Diane Jostad 

Nancy Holley 

 

Jodi Eide 

Volunteer 

Needed 1

0

3

0 

Volunteer 

Needed 

     

A
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R  

2

8  

8

0

0  

David Bringe Barb Hale 

Bette Pedretti 

 

Joe Noth 

Volunteer 

Needed 
1 

0  

3 

0 

David Chase  

Volunteer to help at Worship 

For the month of May your assistance at each 

service is needed: 

 Acolytes 

 Greeters 

 Communion Assistants 

 Lectors 

 Powerpoint 

 Ushers 

Use Sign-up Genius button on the website; 

email assistant@halfwaycreek.org or there 

are  sign up sheets on the bulletin board near 

coffee area.   

Gifting of your time is important to help meet 

the needs of this congregation at each         

service.  

Sexton and Offering Counters are needed to 

assist on a monthly basis.  If you want to know 

more, please contact the office. 

Thank you to those that serve the church!     
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1 

Abigail Fredrickson  

Lise Graham 

2  

     Keena Noth 

   Melissa Strauss    

3 

Tina Mueller  

4 

Laura Arnold           

Nancy Holley               

5 

Paul Anderson  

Lyle Gordon   

Joseph Noth           

6 

Benjamin Johnson 

 

 

7 

Joshua Daily 

8 

Samantha Hammond    

Seth Heiser              

Megan Jostad-Myhre  

Jordan Ouellette 

9 

Evlyn Clark 

10  

Samantha Bartnik 

Lauren Bringe             

Patricia Krause                  

Betty Schmidt               

11 

Mary Severson 

 

 

13 

Jenny Lee 

14 

Sayde Nelson         

15 

Paul Eide 

Kermit Jostad 

16 

William Achterkirch 

17 

Roger Casberg        

Nicole Plomedahl 

19 

Susan Chase 

20 

Zach Arendt 

Dylan Severson 

 

 

24 

Barb Hale             

James Noel 

25 

Priscilla Achterkirch         

Jon Strangstalien         

Olivia Temp 

27 

Susan Anderson               

Jeffery Severson    

31 

Pamela Gran 

We pray for  Roy Ackermann,  Aiden Noth, Katie Wier, Phoebe Kitzke, 

Ayla Humphrey,  Ted Latham, Gayle Kuespert, Sue Bjerke, Larry      

Severson, Mark Sanders, Beulah Sanders, Betty Schmidt, Andy &    

Andrea Weckherlin, Maureen Ouellette, Orin Nyseth, Jim Ronnie,    

Sarahann Jones,  Holly Peterson, Cary Heyer 

Thank you Kathy Johnson for Your Years of Service  
 

Kathy started playing organ in 1974  on a part-time basis.  She started 

playing full-time at Halfway Creek in February 1983 and played full time 

until Lynn Wegner was hired as Music  Director. After taking some time off, 

she returned on a part-time basis until her retirement in 2018.  
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Meeting called to order by Jen Strangstalien at 6:30 pm 

In Attendance: Ruth Scholze, Jen Strangstalien, Mike Nedoba, Jodi Eide, Gaye Johnson,       

Kathi Hagel, John Daily, Excused: Mandi Horstman, Patti Happel 

Ex officio: Sr. Beck Swanson, Interim Pastor (SAM) 

Devotion- Sr. Becky 

Discussion of the book “The Agile Church,” Chapter 1. Discussion about new       

traditions and moments in our congregation’s life when we tried and failed         

connecting with neighbors or with different populations and generations.  

Approval of agenda-  

Motion to approve by Kathi Hagel and Seconded by Ruth Scholze- motion passed 

Approval of February 2019 Minutes-   

Motion made by Kathi Hagel to approve February minutes with two minor      

changes. Second by - Mike Nedoba motion passed 

Interim Pastors report: 

A couple of highlights include the transparency of the congregation’s finances. We 

will continue to hold listening sessions the Sunday following the Vision Board 

meeting. 

The Bishop stated that because Sister Becky will be administratively assigned to 

the La Crosse Area Synod, we do not have to wait for the fall assignment 

meeting (in late September) but we could choose to schedule a                        

congregational vote after the candidacy meeting in July.  

Jodi Eide made a motion to receive the Interim Pastor’s Report, second by Kathi 

Hagel - motion passed.  

Meeting with Thrivent: 

Treasurer Jodi Eide and other board members met with Todd Trautmann. We cur-

rently have 2 accounts with Thrivent. The Hoyer account (Alter Guild) and the 

M. Johnson account. The Hoyer value is $17,000 and the Johnson account 

value is $8000. They are each invested in different funds earning different 

returns. The VB discussed the need to elect The Board of Trustees of the   

Halfway Creek Lutheran Church Trust Foundation to ensure the trusts are 

properly monitored and reported on. 

Financial Report: 

Jodi Eide presented the financial report for February.  

February Revenue: $19,966.70 

 February Expense: $15,510.44  

Year to date Revenue (2-28-19) $31,767.07  

Year to date Expenses (2-28-19) $33,785.70 
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Mike Nedoba asked the VB if he could give a temple talk to the congregation 

about electronic giving during upcoming services. The VB encouraged him to 

do this. 

Ruth Scholze made a motion to approve the Financial Report, Gaye Johnson 

seconded- motion passed.  

Old Business 

Building/Property/Worker’s Comp Insurance 

John Daily and Gaye Johnson shared that Brotherhood Mutual will be our        

insurance carrier as on April 1 as approved in February  

Sanctuary Roof- no update 

Ministry Teams- 

Patti Happel, Kathi Hagel, and Gaye Johnson will reach out to the different 

teams.  

Kathy Johnson- 

Kathy Johnson retired last year as accompanist for Halfway Creek Lutheran 

Church. The Vision Board would like to thank and acknowledge Kathy John-

son’s 47 years of service  to the Halfway Creek Lutheran Church                  

congregation. Your dedication and service to the congregation is truly appre-

ciated and should have been acknowledged in our annual report. We apolo-

gize for that oversite.  

New Business 

Acceptance of Gifts 

Jodi Eide reported an anonymous gift of $50,000 to be used for the reduction in 

the principal of the building loan. The VB thanks the donor for this generous 

gift. 

12 hymnals were given for use in the narthex for overflow services. The VB 

thanks the donor for these gifts. 

Motion made to accept the gifts by Kathi Hagel, seconded by Ruth Scholze.     

Motion carried. 

Stewardship for All Seasons 

John Daily volunteered to attend a presentation by the synod on a program 

called “Stewardship for All Seasons” to be held in the synod office on April 

1. He will report to the Vision Board on April 11. 

Principal Reduction Drive: 

The VB talked about the recent financial shortfalls and what we might do to be 

healthier financially. Reducing our debt service can alleviate much of our 

financial pressure. A sub-committee will begin to work on a plan for principal 

reduction drive.  

Meeting Adjourned upon completion of the agenda- 8:25pm.      Closed with a Prayer.  
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P A S T O R A L  C A R E  

O F F I C E  H O U R S  

Halfway Creek Lutheran Church 

Sunday Worship 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.  

Sunday School at 9:15 a.m. 

Sister Becky Swanson 

The office will be open Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday, and Friday from 8:00 a.m. to  

1:00 p.m.   If you need to reach Rose 

Wegner, you may leave a message on the 

answering machine or e-mail  at 

assistant@halfwaycreek.org. 

If the need arises for Pastoral Care, 

please contact Sister Becky Swanson at 

one of the following numbers:   

Cell:  612-327-5087  

Direct Church Line:  608-399-3339 

Email:  pastor@halfwaycreek.org 


