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W-ELCA Purpose Statement
As a community of women
created in the image of God,
called to discipleship in Jesus Christ,
and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
we commit ourselves to
grow in faith,
affirm our gifts,
support one another in our callings,
engage in ministry and action, and
promote healing and wholeness
in the church, the society, and the world.

There is so much happening!
This newsletter is full of information and registration and
nomination forms for you to share with all the women of
your congregations—THE Women of the ELCA.
Our La Crosse Area Synod Spring Convention is coming up
on Saturday, April 6, 2019, at Bethany Lutheran in New
Lisbon. Michael Johnson from Lutheran World Relief will be
our keynote speaker. The women of East Lemonweir
Lutheran and Bethany Lutheran will be serving us delicious
morning coffee and lunch so we have time to relax and
enjoy fellowship. We are in need of new officers for the
Synod W-ELCA board. Please prayerfully considered being
on the board. There are only four board meetings a year;
they include devotions, treats, fellowship, some business,
fellowship, more treats, and prayer.
For our in-kind offering at the Spring Convention, we are
asking each attendee to bring just one dozen cookies to
send back with Pastor Ben Morris to Campus Ministry.
What a sweet treat that will be for the students on campus
on Wednesdays!
The 11th Triennial Convention & Gathering are coming up
in 2020. Nominations are needed for delegates to go to the
Convention. A nomination form is included in this
newsletter.
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To mobilize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.

President’s Letter
Dear Sisters in Christ;
This morning I sit with coffee in hand thanking God for a sunny day, just like I thanked Him
for the snowy ones. Each day is beautiful, I know that being retired allows me not to worry
about getting up at five to snow blow the drive before I shower and dress for work. I do not
have to drive if I do not need to. Now I worry about my children that do have to drive, about
my grand children and their lost school days; but worry is not what God wants me to do, trust in
Him to care for the people on the road and for their lives. Which means I can enjoy the
sunshine.
This is my last letter to you. The end of my terms is coming up in April. I want to thank all of
you. It has been so wonderful to serve you. To all who I have had the opportunity to meet and
work with thank you for being so gracious, warm and fun. Even while working we have
laughter.
We have done many things, learned many things but have a whole lot more to do. We have
the opportunity to help. We can take action to contact our state legislators to pass the Safe
Harbor bill, this bill will protect women under 18 from being charged with prostitution. This is
part of the Human Trafficking that must be in place to help the young victims of that crime. I
have included an information sheet on it in this newsletter.
We, as women, continue to support Lutheran World Relief (LWR) with our kits and quilts,
prayers and money to help ship our items. Michael Johnson from LWR is one of our speakers
on April 6th. He is a gifted speaker and I encourage you to come and listen to him. We know
what we do to make the items we send to LWR, Michael will tell us about where they end up.
We will also have Pastor Ben Morris, from Common Ground campus ministry, speak to us.
Pastor Ben speaks about his work with our young men and women going to college. When they
are away from home he is there. You will not want to miss him either.
I see your hearts at work when you make lunches to go home with children so they have food
for the weekends, when to gather personal items to help women and children in shelters, when
you work at close closets so that women can have confidence and start work with clothes that
they feel good in, when you make quilts for toys, and quilts for children and gather other items
for Children’s Vision International, you work at food pantries and at soup kitchens and you
teach Sunday school and serve in your churches and attend bible studies and a host of other
things. You are the hands of God, bless you.
Always your sister in Christ,
Kathleen Sumrall
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Working to end to human trafficking is a major initiative of
the Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America
using the Cherish All Children model of praying, educating,
connecting, and acting.

Sex Trafficking
What is it? Sex trafficking is the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, obtaining, patronizing, or
solicitation of a person for the purposes of a commercial sex act, in which the sex act is induced by force,
fraud, or coercion, or in which the person induced to perform such an act has not attained 18 years of age.
(U.S. Code 22, Subsection 7102) Sex trafficking occurs in every county in Wisconsin including urban,
suburban, Tribal, and rural areas. In July of 2017 in Brown County, 35 men were arrested in a sting targeting
the buyers of sex. The majority of its victims are young women and children. The Internet has played a major
role in the increase in sex trafficking.
What can you do to help end human trafficking?
EDUCATE yourself and others.
 Learn all you can and share with others. Cherish All Children, a Lutheran ministry dedicated to putting an
end to sexual exploitation of children, has recently released a four-session resource for adult education or
youth groups called My Neighbor is Not for Sale. It teaches about sexual exploitation and trafficking,
about ending the demand, and how to keep children safe from harm. The resource can be downloaded for
free at www.cherishallchildren.org .
 Help keep our youth safe by teaching them the warning signs that someone is trying to exploit them.
Google the ELCA's six-part Learning Series on Human Trafficking, created to be led by youth for youth.
Watch the 20 minute video Chosen (Shared Hope International) with them.
 Read In Our Backyard: Human Trafficking in America and What We Can Do to Stop It by Nita Belles.
Your church library may have a copy.
 Go to the Polaris Project website for facts and signs that someone might be being trafficked.
(www.polarisproject.org )
 Read about and share A Call to Men resources such as “LIVERESPECT: Coaching Healthy and
Respectful Manhood.” Also recommended is the video The Mask You Live In.
PRAY for victims of sex trafficking and pray for and donate to organizations which work to help survivors heal
such as Lutheran Social Services and Eye Heart World's Rose Home. Sign up to receive weekly prayers from
Cherish All Children at www.cherishallchildren.org .
ACT individually or as part of a larger advocacy group by CONNECTING with the Lutheran Office of Public
Policy in Wisconsin - www.loppw.org . You may sign up to receive information when legislation is being
considered to help end trafficking or other issues that you care about. LOPP will provide an easy way to
contact your representative to voice your support. Sign up to be notified when the legislature is holding
hearings on human trafficking bills and go to Madison to attend the hearings. You will be asked to register
and indicate whether you support the bill or not. You may also register to speak to the committee (testify) if
you choose, but just your presence, registered in support, is very powerful.
ACT as an advocate and CONNECT with others by taking part in events such rallies or advocacy days at the
state capitol. Advocacy days typically start with learning about the issue, being trained on talking points or
specific actions to request, and then meeting with your state assembly person or senator. As a result of visits
to legislators in January of 2019, several of them decided to sign on as co sponsors of the Safe Harbor for
Trafficked Youth bill.
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ACT by posting a STOP Human Trafficking poster in your church. Go a step further and make copies and ask
each school in your district to post one in their staff lounge. Posters may be downloaded free at
www.doj.state.wi.us search for human trafficking posters.
ACT by asking any time you stay in a hotel whether or not staff have been trained to recognize human
trafficking and what to do if they suspect it.
What is being done in Wisconsin to end human trafficking?
 Law enforcement agents and social service providers are being trained in combating trafficking and
recognizing human trafficking victims as victims instead of criminals.
 Hotel employees are being trained to recognize trafficking and what to do about it. The Wisconsin Hotel
and Lodging Association helped develop a training webinar for employees that has been distributed to
750 lodging establishments.
 In the 2018-2019 session, state representatives are working on legislation such as Rep. Jill Billings' Safe
Harbor for Trafficked Youth bill to protect victims so that they can testify against their traffickers and not
be prosecuted for prostitution and Rep. Andre Jacque's forfeiture bill to reduce demand by increasing the
penalties for buying sex.
 In the 2017-2018 legislative session in Wisconsin, several bills were signed into law: AB 400 making the
third offense for buying sex a felony with larger fines and longer prison sentences; AB 389 making
soliciting intimate photos of a child a crime; AB 486 make patronizing a child a felony. Other bills passed
committees but must be reintroduced in the 2018-2019 session such as a bill requiring truck drivers to be
trained to recognize human trafficking and what to do about it.
 The Wisconsin State Anti Human Trafficking Task Force established in November of 2015 has created
training materials and screening and identification protocols for placement and services to victims. A
public awareness campaign commenced in January of 2018. A Wisconsin version of the Chosen video
will be available in the spring of 2019.
 The Wisconsin Department of Justice has created a Human Trafficking Bureau to coordinate efforts
statewide since traffickers often move from place to place across jurisdictions. The number of “demand
suppression” efforts has increased.
What is being done on the national level to stop sex trafficking?
In March of 2018, Congress passed SESTA (Stop Enabling Sex Traffickers Act) to make it possible for
victims of sex trafficking to use websites such as Backpage that enabled their abuse. This bill passed with
strong bipartisan support in both the House and the Senate.
What are the signs that someone may be being trafficked?
 Shows signs of physical and/or sexual abuse.
 Not free to come and go at will; seems to be being controlled by someone else.
 Has a much older “boyfriend.”
 Carries several hotel key cards and/or prepaid cell phones.
 May have a tattoo indicating ownership such as a bar code, man's name, or “Daddy.”
 Manifests fear of social interaction; depression.
 Sudden increase in expensive “stuff” or suggestive clothing.
 Constantly truant or late for school.
 Has run away from home; offers no home address.
What should you do if you suspect something?

Contact the National Human Trafficking Hotline: 1-888-373-7888
or Text “BeFree” (233733) or Call 911.
SP February 2019
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2019 Spring Convention

All Anew – “Eyes to the Future”
April 6, 2019
Bethany Lutheran Church
618 W. River Street

8:00 am Registration

New Lisbon, WI

608-562-3807

8:45 am Voting Member Orientation

9:00 am Worship

3:30 pm Closing of Convention

Congregation Name______________ Conference_______
1) Name_______________________________________
Unit Officer?

Y/N

Food Allergies? Y/N

Title______________ Voting Member?

Y/N

If yes, which food(s)? ___________________

2) Name_______________________________________
Unit Officer?

Y/N

Food Allergies? Y/N

Title______________ Voting Member?

Y/N

If yes, which food(s)? ___________________

3) Name_______________________________________
Unit Officer?

Y/N

Food Allergies? Y/N

Title_____________

Voting Member?

Y/N

If yes, which food(s)? ___________________

4) Name_______________________________________
Unit Officer?

Y/N

Food Allergies? Y/N

Title_____________

Voting Member?

Y/N

If yes, which food(s)? ___________________

5)Name_______________________________________
Unit Officer?

Y/N

Food Allergies? Y/N

Title_____________

Voting Member?

Y/N

If yes, which food(s)? ___________________

Registration cost is $15 per person. Make checks payable to La Crosse Area Synod W-ELCA.
Send forms and funds to Mona Van Riper, W5598 County Road D, Holmen, WI 54636, by
March 25, 2019.
After March 25, registration may be made by telephone 608-526-2284 or
monavanriper@gmail.com, payable at convention.
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LA CROSSE AREA SYNOD W-ELCA
NOMINATION FORM FOR SYNODICAL BOARD
Nominees are needed for the offices of President, Treasurer, North Conference Representative,
South Conference Representative, and Member-at-Large for full two year terms. Nominees are
needed for the offices of Vice-President and Secretary for a partial one year term. Elections will be
held at Spring Convention on April 6, 2019. Job descriptions are on the following pages.

Nomination for the office of: ____________________________________

Name ________________________ Church________________________
Home Address ________________________________________________
Occupation ____________________ Phone________________________

Church Participation:

Community Participation:

Completed nomination forms must be received by March 25, 2019, to be included in our convention
booklet; however, nomination will be taken from the floor at convention.
Return nomination forms to Vice President Bette Keehner, 1920 E Brunson Street, Prairie du Chien
WI 53821.

1 Peter 4:10: As each one has received a gift, minister it to
one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.
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BOARD OF THE SYNODICAL WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION

There shall be a board of this synodical women’s organization consisting of
four elected officers together with five elected members, four members
elected from the territory of each conference and one elected at large. All
board members shall be participants in a congregational unit and
members of the ELCA.

Members of the board shall be elected by the convention for a term of two
years with one consecutive re-election and may not serve on the board in
any capacity for more than seven consecutive years.

The board shall be legislative authority between conventions of this synodical
women’s organizations and shall carry forward the work of the synodical
women’s organization, act for it and report its actions to subsequent
conventions.

Board members shall attend all board meetings and all meetings of
committees to which they have been assigned. They shall read and
become familiar with all board and committee mailings prior to the
meetings and be familiar with the budget. Board members shall attend
synodical conventions and workshops and shall perform the duties as
assigned by the president or executive board.

Nominees are needed for the offices of President, Treasurer,
North Conference Representative, South Conference
Representative, and Member-at-Large for full two year terms.
Nominees are needed for the offices of Vice-President and
Secretary for a partial one year term. Elections will be held at
Spring Convention on April 6, 2019.
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The President shall
1. Preside at all conventions of the synodical women’s organization and at meetings of the
board and Administrative committee;
2. Ensure that the constitution and bylaws of the synodical women’s organization are duty
observed and that the actions thereof are carried into effect, and appoint all committees
not otherwise provided for;
3. Be an ex-officio member of all committee of the synodical women’s organization except
the Nominating Committee;
4. Submit a report to each regular convention of the synodical women’s organization
concerning her work, with observation and recommendations affecting the synodical
women’s organization as she may deem important;
5. Serve as liaison with churchwide women’s organization and attend the meetings of the
Conference of Synodical Presidents;
6. Represent the synodical women’s organization at or appoint representatives to interLutheran and ecumenical associations and councils in which the organization participates;
and
7. Serve as representative to the Synod Council, or appoint a representative,
8. Two year term with one (1) re-election

The Treasurer shall
1. Provide for the keeping of all records and be accountable for all funds;
2. Be responsible for disbursing funds in accordance with the financial policies of Women
of the ELCA and the budget of the synodical women’s organizations;
3. Present a complete report, including an audit, to the synodical women’s organization
convention and an interim report to each board and Administrative Committee
meeting;
4. Attend Synodical Women’s Board meetings as a voting member; as well as Spring
Convention and Fall Renewal,
5. Two year term with one (1) re-election
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The Conference Representatives shall
1. Act as presiding officer of the Conference Committee
2. Attend Synodical Women’s Board meetings as a non-voting member. Four meetings per
year held in La Crosse.
3. Act as a liaison between the individual units and the Synodical Women’s Board.
4. Work with the Synodical Women’s Board and Conference Committee to plan the Fall
Renewal.
5. Plan with the Conference Committee, a special event for conference members.
Conference programs could include retreats, a Bible study, a day trip, etc.
6. Insure any necessary business of the conference is conducted at the Fall Renewal and/
or special event.
7. Submit articles to the synod newsletter, “Crosswinds” as appropriate.
8. Chair the nominating committee for conference officers.
9. Compile a notebook of minutes and events to give to your successor at the transition
meeting.
10. Two year term with one (1) re-election.

The Vice President shall

(Needed for a partial one year term.)

1. Act in the absence, disability, or resignation of the president. She shall assume the
duties of the president until the vacancy is filled by the board of the synodical women’s
organization at its next regularly scheduled meeting; and
2. Perform such other duties as requested by the president or the board.
3. Two year term with one (1) re-election.
4. Compile a notebook of minutes and events to give to your successor at the transition
meeting.
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(Needed for a partial one year term)

1. Be the secretary of the board and the executive committee of the synodical
women’s organization;
2. Be responsible for recording and distributing minutes of the synodical
convention, the board, and the executive committee;
3. Give the units notification of the regular convention at least three months in
advance and of a special convention at least one month in advance;
4. Keep a correct register of the roll of units, along with the names of the officers of
these units;
5. Secure from the units such reports as from time to time may be required;
6. Perform such other duties as the board may from time to time direct; and
7. Provide for the gathering and preserving of historical records and documents,
8. Two year term with one (1) re-election.

The following information is from the W-ELCA Churchwide in Chicago.
What is an active unit?
A unit must commit to four items in order to be recognized as active:
1. Come together for study, support, and action.
2. Participate in the ministry of W-ELCA beyond the congregation.
3. Support financially the total program of W-ELCA.
4. Designate leadership that shall be in communication with the synodical and
Churchwide women’s organization.
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LACROSSE AREA SYNODICAL WOMEN’S
Triennial Convention Delegate
Nomination Form
Theme: "Just Love"
Delegate to the 11th Triennial Convention in Phoenix, Arizona
July 14-16, 2020 (Gathering July 16-19)
Check as many as apply:
Under 35_____

Over 35 ____

First time delegate ____

Woman of Color or Primary Language other than English _____
The La Crosse Area Synodical Women’s Organization has been allocated three delegates to the
Triennial Convention. The President of the Synodical Women’s Organization shall be a delegate
to the convention by virtue of office; for a total of four delegates.
Name ___________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________
Home Phone ___________________

Cell Phone _____________________

Email ___________________________________________________________________
Name and city of congregation she is a member of _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Name of congregation unit submitting her name _________________________________
Her involvement with the Women of the ELCA ___________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Please ask the applicant to answer the following question and sign the application.
Why would you like to serve as a delegate to the Triennial Convention? _______________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Signature of Applicant ______________________________________________________
The nominating committee will review this application. Transportation and rooms are provided
for voting members to the Triennial Convention.
Please return this form by March 18, 2019, to: Kathleen Sumrall
411 Pearl Street, Sparta, WI 54656
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Corrections to Projects completed list:
French Creek Lutheran sent 40 quilts, 23 personal care kits, 27 school kits, and $100 for
shipping expenses to LWR. They also made 19 quilts for local missions: fire victims,
raffles for fundraisers and benefits, high school graduates, and baby quilts to new
babies in church.
Zion Lutheran sent 277 quilts to LWR and 60 to other organizations.
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To mobilize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.
This is a website with wonderful devotions:
http://www.juliabettencourt.com/dev
Check it out!

Wanted:
Church plates to decorate the walls of the Synod Annex.
If you, someone you know, or your church has a plate of your church,
please consider donating it to the La Crosse Area Synod W-ELCA to hang
in the Synod Annex.
Campus Ministry and the students on campus on Wednesdays greatly
appreciate the cookies we bake for them. Our in-kind offering at the
Spring Convention this year will be for all attendees to bring just one
dozen cookies for Pastor Ben to take back to Campus Ministry. If
your church would like to make cookies for a Wednesday during the
school year, please sign up at:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080d4fa4aa2da0fe3-free

Upcoming Events
Please make copies of the attached flyers to use in
your church newsletters, website, bulletins, bulletin
boards, etc. to promote one another’s events.
Submit your upcoming events to
monavanriper@gmail.com so they can be in future
Crosswinds.
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Mother's Brunch
May 1, 2019, 10:00 a.m.
Blair Lutheran Church
in the West Bldg., 126 S. Peterson Ave., Blair, WI
This is an annual event that we invite the churches in our area to enjoy
a Brunch then an interesting program.
This year we have a program by Inga Witscher from her "Around the
Farm Table" show that appears on PBS.

Anyone may attend by contacting Eileen Back, Program Director, at
608-989-2387 or Jeanne Mueller at 608-989-9050 for a reservation.

Come join us.
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North Conference Summer Event will be
at
Zion Lutheran in Galesville on
Thursday, June 13, 2019.
Bishop Arends will be the guest speaker.

St. John Lutheran Salad Luncheon
and Bake Sale
July 12, 2019
11:00a.m.-1:00p.m.
St. John Lutheran Church, Alma, WI

Looking forward to the 11th Triennial Gathering in Phoenix, Arizona!
Theme: “Just Love”

More exciting information coming in each new Crosswinds!
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Below are a couple different ways to purchase LWR School Kit Bags.
You can choose from these, make them, or purchase from any vendor you prefer.

Connie will have School Kit
bags at the Spring Convention
on April 6 at Bethany Lutheran
in New Lisbon. Plan now to
purchase your school bags for
your upcoming school kits.

LWR School Kit Bags
Is anyone in need of schoolbags?
Please contact Connie Blunck
at: clcblunck@centurylink.net, or
608-786-0684.
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La Crosse Area Synod W-ELCA Board Members
President

Vice-President

Co-Secretaries

Co-Secretaries

Kathleen Sumrall
411 Pearl Street
Sparta, WI 54656
608-487-2799
ksumral1@yahoo.com
Trinity, Sparta
Term through
Spring 2019

Bette Keehner
1920 E. Brunson St.
Prairie du Chien, WI
53821
608-326-0572
rkeehner@centurytel.com
St Peter,
Prairie du Chien
Doing 1 year of Term
through Spring 2019

Judy Ulland
562 Hickory Lane
La Crescent, MN 55947
507-895-2215
jkulland@acegroup.cc
Prince of Peace,
La Crescent
Doing 1 year of Term
through Spring 2019

Bev Bockenhauer
N6435 State Road 108
West Salem, WI 54669
608-786-1987
bmhb1959@gmail.com
Our Saviors,
West Salem
Doing 1 year of Term
through Spring 2019

East Conference
Representative &
Liaison to Synod
ELCA

West Conference
Representative

North Conference
Representative

South Conference
Representative

Gretchen Jacobson
2510 Hass Street
La Crosse, WI 54601
608-788-2080
gretchenspj@gmail.com
Our Redeemer,
La Crosse
Term through
Spring 2020

Jacqueline Joanis
W21676 Red Fox Lane
Trempealeau, WI 54661
608-534-6728
jjoanis@centurytel.net
Zion, Galesville
Term through
Spring 2019

Carol Navrestad
206 Milwaukee Court
Westby, WI 54667
608-634-4120
carolnavrestad@gmail.com
Westby-Coon Prairie,
Westby
Term through
Spring 2019

East Conference
Coordinator

West Conference
Coordinator

North Conference
Coordinator

South Conference
Coordinator

Anita Jensen
520 Central Avenue
Sparta, WI 54656
608-269-2325
pconrth@yahoo.com
Trinity, Sparta
Term through
Fall 2020

Sue Staples
W5549 Southdale Drive
La Crosse, WI 54601
608-788-8249
stap@centurytel.net
Our Saviors,
La Crosse
Term through
Fall 2020

Deb Sveen
N24431 Lunde Coulee
Ettrick, WI 54627
608-525-3000
cmsveen@hotmail.com
Living Hope, Ettrick
Term through
Fall 2019

Ellie Brye
E5622 Jore Road
Westby, WI 54667
608-452-3549
Ellie.brye@silicoonvalley.net
Coon Valley Lutheran
Term through
Fall 2019

Treasurer

Co-Board Members at
Large

Co-Board Members at
Large

JoAnn Salava
N5963 Davies Road
New Lisbon, WI 53950
608-542-0652
jams@mwt.net
St. Stephens,
Camp Douglas
Term through
Spring 2020

Mona Van Riper
Joyce Blaken
Patti Juszczak
W5598 County Road D
403 2nd Street
N25322 Washington
Holmen, WI 54636
Melrose, WI 54642
Coulee Road
608-526-2284
608-488-3692
Ettrick, WI 54627
monavanriper@gmail.com
Lewis Valley, Holmen joycebblaken@centurytel.net
608-525-7203
North Beaver Creek,
Term through
Juszczak.patti@gmail.com
Ettrick
North Beaver Creek,
Spring 2019
Doing 1 year of Term
Ettrick
through Spring 2019
Doing 1 year of Term
through Spring 2019
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About the Newsletter….
The Crosswinds is published by the La Crosse
Area Synod – Women of the ELCA. The
President (or contact person) and the Treasurer
(or financial recorder) of each unit should
receive an emailed copy. Please include any
other interested parties’ email addresses so that
they may receive an electronic copy of the
Crosswinds. Send email addresses to
monavanriper@gmail.com

Submission/Mailing dates for future
Crosswind publications:
Submission of
Articles:
05/15/2019
08/15/2019
11/15/2019
02/15/2019

Emailing to
Patrons:
06/01/2019
09/01/2019
12/01/2019
03/01/2019

Please report your officer list yearly so that we
can maintain a correct emailing list.
Subscription of printed Crosswinds are
available for $5.00 per year.
Checks payable to La Crosse Area Synod
WELCA and sent to Mona Van Riper,
Treasurer, W5598 County Road D, Holmen, WI
54636.
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Crosswinds Newsletter
Mona Van Riper, Editor
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