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APRIL WORSHIP SCHEDULE
April 3

9:00 am Morning Prayer—all are welcome
5:00 pm Supper provided by Stewardship Team
6:00 pm Worship—Holden Evening Prayer & Communion
6:30 pm Confirmation

April 7

8:00 & 10:30 am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School
9:15 am Lenten Book Study Sabbath as Resistance—Chapter 6
4:30 pm Contemplative Prayer in Sanctuary

April 10

9:00 am Morning Prayer—all are welcome
5:00 pm Supper provided by Bible Study Group
6:00 pm Worship—Holden Evening Prayer & Communion
6:30 pm Confirmation

April 14

Palm Sunday 8:00 & 10:30 am & Sunday School Singing
9:15 am Sunday School & Easter Party

April 17

9:00 am Morning Prayer—all are welcome
6:00 pm First Communion Meeting
No supper or Confirmation tonight
Worship Schedule continued on page 2
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April Worship Schedule—continued from page 1
April 18

Maundy Thursday—6:30 pm Service & First Communion

April 19

Good Friday
12:00 pm ”Crosswalk” *Meet at Bandshell*
1:00 pm Good Friday Worship @ Holmen Lutheran
6:30 pm Good Friday Tenebrae Service @ Halfway Creek

April 21

Easter
7:00 am—Sunrise Service in
Whispering Pines “Weather Permitting”
7:30-10:00 am—Easter Breakfast provided by Youth
9:00 & 10:30 am—Festival Worship
Service in the Sanctuary
No Sunday School

April 28

8:00 am & 10:30 am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School & FAITH5

Palm Sunday and Holy Week Needs Your Assistance
At the Palm Sunday Services we are looking for people to read parts of the Passion.
With the extra services during Holy Week please see if you can provide hospitality for
one of the services. Please contact Rose in the office or check the Sign-up Genius
via our website.

Graduating Class of 2019
If your child will be graduating this year from either high school or
college, please email their name to assistant@halfwaycreek.org.

Currents

Page 3

FROM SR. BECKY
“Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, wheat that in dark earth many days has
lain; love lives again, that with the dead has been; love is come again like what arising
green.
When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, your touch can call us back to life again,
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; love is come again like what arising
green.”
“We know that Christ is raised and dies no more. Embrace by death, he broke its fearful
hold, and our despair he turned to blazing joy. Hallelujah!
A new creation comes to life and grows as Christ’s new body takes on flesh and blood. The
universe restored and whole will sing. Hallelujah!”

Therefore…..
“I come with joy, a child of God, forgiven, loved, and free, the life of Jesus to recall in love
laid down for me. I come with Christians far and near to find, as all are fed, the new
community of love in Christ’s communion bread. As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share,
each proud division ends. The love that made us, makes us one, and strangers now are
friends. The Spirit of the risen Christ, unseen, but ever near, is in such friendship better
known, alive among us here.”
I invite your friends and family to join you at our church home to hear the stories of God’s
love for us in Jesus this month.

______________________________
1 Now

the Green Blade Rises ELW 379 Text by John MacLeod Campbell Crum
know that Christ is Raised ELW 449 Text by John B. Geyer
3 I Come with Joy ELW 482 Text by Brian A. Wren
2 We
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Finance Report Update from March 17, 2019 Meeting
At the end of February, Jen and I sent out a request for needed financial contributions so
that we could meet our immediate expenses. Many generous gifts were received and it was
awesome to see so many people step up.
A member has given a wonderful gift of $50,000 for the reduction of our debt on our
building addition. As a result, we now owe $ 469,326.96. This contribution is an
inspiration and we are putting out a challenge to our congregation to match it. One of the
reasons is because our current interest rate is only set until February 2021. Please
remember that no gift is too small. When we all work together, we can do great things for
HCLC and the larger community. Contributions should be marked debt reduction.
In November 2018, we had to withdraw $8,000 from our Thrivent fund to cover expenses
that we have been unable to pay back. Last week, a member of our congregation submitted a wonderful challenge. If we can raise $1,000 by June 1, 2019, this member will give
$1,000 toward repaying the $8,000 that we borrowed. Let’s all join together to meet this
challenge. Please mark your contribution with Thrivent Challenge or Repay Thrivent Fund.
In July 2018, we borrowed from our dedicated funds to meet summer expenses. We had
paid $1,500 back to the account. Recently a generous member gave an additional
$1,000 and as a result we currently owe $4,659.81 to the dedicated account.
Each Sunday at 9:15 am following the monthly Vision Board meeting we are reviewing the
prior month and year to date financials. All are welcome to attend.
We are working on other fund raising ideas. If you have experience with and/or interest in
organizing fund raisers please let one of the Vision Board members know. We would love
to have your input and assistance. These will not only help us in meeting our financial
goals but they will give us opportunities to engage in and be a part of the larger community.
Reaching Out to Share Christ with All
Thank You
Jodi Eide, Treasurer , 2019 Vision Board
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Income vs. Expense

THRIVENT PAY BACK CHALLENGE
A member of our congregation who wishes to remain anonymous has submitted a wonderful challenge. This member will give $1,000 toward repaying the $8,000 that we borrowed
in November 2018 from the Thrivent fund, if we can raise $1,000 by June 1, 2019.
Anyone who wishes to help make this challenge a part of our success story here at Halfway
Creek, please mark Thrivent pay back or Thrivent challenge on your contribution. We will
keep you posted on how we are doing with this challenge in our weekly e-mail updates.
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Lenten Service Project for Holmen Area Schools
We have learned that there are a number of students at Holmen High School, Onalaska
High School and La Crosse High schools who are experiencing homelessness. This Lenten
season we are invited to join the other Holmen area ELCA churches in providing for some of
the needs of youth attending Holmen High School who are experiencing homelessness.
The school is interested in setting up a food pantry in area where students. They need a
cupboard for that. (If you have one or want details on what is needed, Sr. Becky can put you
in touch with the individual at Journey Lutheran who is coordinating this project.)
We will collect items in the front of church, bring them to Journey Lutheran and then to the
high school. The information below is from a contact at the school.
Clothing: While any clothing appropriate for high schoolers will be accepted, underwear and
socks (any adult sizes) are much-needed at this time, as are spring-type jackets

Bedding: twin and full sized bedding and new pillows
Kwik Trip GAS ONLY Scrip cards
Journals and stress balls: for students to use as tools for healthy coping skills
Hygiene Products: tampons/pads, shampoo, shower soap, deodorant
Cleaning supplies and laundry detergent
Food Pantry: easy macaroni and cheese, ramen noodles, pasta and noodles, spaghetti
sauce, canned pasta meals, peanut butter, jelly, granola bars, fruit snacks, Pop tarts,
cereal, snack pack boxes with individual packages of cookies/crackers, other "kid friendly"
snacks and food.
Bags: any types of bags for the kids to put these items in

Funeral Lunch Team
We are putting together a list of people that we may call, when the need arises,
to help serve lunch for funerals. Email your name and phone number to
assistant@halfwaycreek.org or talk to Ruth Jostad.
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YO U T H N E W S

YO U T H N E W S

1) Youth Outing at Jumpstart: Grades 8th-12th grade are invited to an afternoon at
Jumpstart on Thursday, April 18th from 4-6 p.m. RSVP on sign-up genius: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/4090D4CAEAF23A0F94-jumpstartapril
2) Attention youth families: Please use the sign-up genius to sign-up for Easter breakfast
preparation. We will be doing Easter breakfast preparation on Saturday, April 20th-9:00 am.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090D4CAEAF23A0F94-easter
3) Easter Breakfast: Join the youth for Easter breakfast from 7:30 a.m.-10:00 a.m. There
will be a variety of egg bakes, french toast bakes, pastries, fruit, juice, coffee, and milk. We
look forward to sharing this morning with you!
Youth: Please sign-up to help serve using sign-up genius: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/4090D4CAEAF23A0F94-easter1
4) Youth Group Service Trip Meeting: There will be a youth service trip meeting on
Wednesday, April 24th at 6 p.m. in the Narthex.

PRAYER CHAIN
Halfway Creek Prayer Chain is comprised of 15 people who offer up
prayers requested by parishioners or friends. All prayers are confidential
and the amount of information given is up to the individual making the request. Options
for prayer requests are:
Prayer Chain
Sunday Bulletin
Pastoral Prayer
Please call Nancy Holley, 608-526-3418 or Sister Becky 608-399-3339
In Our Prayers: Roy Ackermann, Aiden Noth, Katie Wier, Phoebe Kitzke, Ayla Humphrey,
Ted Latham, Gayle Kuespert, Jenny Wegner, Sue Bjerke, Larry Severson, Mark Sanders,
Beulah Sanders, Betty Schmidt, Andy & Andrea Weckherlin, Maureen Ouellette, Orin
Nyseth, Jim Ronnie, Finnigan Tiffany, Sarahann Jones, Holly Peterson
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SERVING AND WORSHIP
SEXTON

ALTAR
GUILD

OFFERING
COUNTERS

Carrie Payne

Rhonda
Britton

A
P
R

8
0
0

Mike Martin

7

1
0
3
0

Morgan Jostad

A
P
R

8
0
0

Stan Schwier

1
4

1
0
3
0

Nicole Stumlin

Sonja Nelson

Karla Johnson

Bette Pedretti

Diane Jostad

Susan Jostad

Kermit Jostad

A
P
R

8
0
0

Archie
Achterkirch

2
1

1
0
3
0

Volunteer
Needed

A
P
R
2
8

8
0
0

David Bringe

1
0
3
0

David Chase

Diane Jostad
Nancy Holley

Jodi Eide
Volunteer
Needed

Barb Hale
Bette Pedretti

Joe Noth
Volunteer
Needed

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
If your birthday is missing, please notify the office.
1
Nicole Barbour
3
Noah Hanson
Gregory Temp
4
Rachael Hauser
Trinity Horstman
6
Rhonda Britton
Doug Gordon
Zach Johnson
Cassie TremainTolvstad

12
Cohen Lee
Kennedy Strangstalien
14
Alexa Lautenschlager
15
Kristi Johnson
16
Erica Daily
Cora Klich
17
Marcella McDonald
18
Andrea Baxter

19
Jennifer Kruckow
Wyatt Oines
21
Kathleen Hagel
Chantel Temp
22
Gabriel Hansen
Allison Oines
Ethan Oines
23
Savannah Britton
Philip Johnson
Joanne Mihm
Randy Tuquero

24
Roy Ackerman
26
Dawn Bandoli
27
Rebecca Hauser
28
Ryan Olson
Cartyr Stumlin
29
Audrey Bringe
Lars Oines
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Hospitality is THE defining mark of a vital congregation.
Confirmation students and ALL of us are invited to share our gifts in service to our
congregation and to the community. There are MANY opportunities to provide hospitality
and welcome and leadership during the coming month.
Greeters come a little early and help welcome people into our building and direct visitors.
Ushers come a little early and distribute bulletins (and palms!), collect the offering, help
people participate in communion or other big liturgical actions and provide a
welcome atmosphere for those in worship.
Acolytes come a little early and help with communion, extinguish candles, and assist (they
do NOT need to wear robes in all cases)
Lectors/Readers prepare ahead of time and help share God's story in scripture (extra
readers needed for Palm Sunday!)
Projectionists come a little early and help us participate fully in worship.
None of these jobs are terribly technical or difficult but ALL of them are important!
If you are willing to commit to share your gifts during Sunday morning or Holy Week services,
please contact Rose in the office. (or check the Sign-up Genius) If you need assistance in
knowing how to fill one of these roles, please talk with Sr. Becky well before the service
starts (it is not possible to explain all this right before the service.)

LA CROSSE AREA SYNOD W -ELCA SPRING CONVENTION
Will be held at Bethany Lutheran, New Lisbon WI on April 6th. The theme is “All Anew,
Eyes to the Future”. Registration begins at 8:30 am and concludes at 3:00 pm.
Michael Johnson from Lutheran World Relief, Minneapolis will be the speaker. Cost is
$15/person. Call Mona Van Riper 608-526-2284 to register.
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MINUTES FROM FEBRUARY 11, 2019 HCLC VISION BOARD
Meeting called to order by Jen Strangstalien at 6:37 pm
In Attendance: Ruth Scholze, Jen Strangstalien, Mike Nedoba, Jodi Eide, Gaye Johnson, Patti Happel,
Kathi Hagel, John Daily, Mandi Horstman
Ex officio: Sr. Beck Swanson, Interim Pastor (SAM)
Introductions of the Vision Board members.
Devotion- Sr. Becky
Discussion of the book Agile Book- as a vision board we will be reading it and discussing for
our opening devotions.
Approval of agendaMotion to approve by Pattie Happel and Seconded by Mike Nedoba- motion passed
Approval of January 2019 MinutesRequested to use full names and other minor changes.
Approved with minor changes – motion made by Kathi Hagel, second by Jodi Eide- motion
passed
Vision Board Expectations and Election of Officers
Patti Happel made a motion to continue with the same officers from 2018, Gaye Johnson
made the second – motion passed.
Jen Strangstalien- president, John Daily- vice president, Jodi Edie- treasurer, Mandi Horstman- secretary
Beginning Term Year:
Jen S. 4; John D. 2+; Mandi 2;Jodi 2; Kathi 2; Gaye 2; Patti 1; Mike 1; Ruth 1
Be present, Serve, items to the office the Friday before the meeting.
Date and time of the Vision Board meetings. 2nd Thursday of the month with a 6:00pm start time.
Next meeting March 14th at 6:00pm. Mandi Horstman will be absent and John Daily will take minutes.
Interim Pastors report:
Pattie Happel asked how the morning prayer services was going. The weather hasn’t been
good and has affected it. Patti suggested an alternate evening prayer service for people who cannot make the morning service on Wednesdays.
Ruth Scholze made a motion to receive the Interim Pastor’s Report, Pattie Happel made the
Second- motion passed.
Financial Report:
MTD Revenue: $11,800.37 YTD: $11,800.37; MTD Expenses: $17,966.97 YTD:
$17966.97
Jodi Edie will send out the detailed Dedicated Funds list. Briefly discussed the dedicated
funds.
Todd Trautmann from Thrivent will be coming to the next Vision Board Meeting at 6:30pm.
This Sunday and the Sunday after every Vision Board meeting there will be a Q&A between
services about the financial situation. The prior month’s Financial Report will be shared.
Kathi Hagel made a motion to approve the Financial Report, Patti Happel seconded- motion
passed.
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Old Business
Building/Property/Worker’s Comp Insurance
Gaye Johnson, John Daily, and Raymond Lee met with Jeff LaBelle from brotherhood
Mutual
Brotherhood Mutual- went through the policy line by line and gave a quote of an annual premium of
$3978.00 for 3 years. Coverage was comparable to current coverage.
Currently for Church Mutual- premium is $4180.00 for 3 years, but we can cancel at any time. Current renewal is set for 2020.
Kathi Hagel made a motion to switch from Church Mutual to Brotherhood Mutual for Worker’s Comp
and Property Insurance which includes Liability. Patti Happel made the second. – discussion: We will not be able to cancel the policy until we know
when Brotherhood mutual has the underwriting completed. Gaye Johnson
will call for questions about making installment payments. – Motion
passed.
Sanctuary Roof- no update
Ministry TeamsWe need to reach out to the different teams:
Are they active?
What is their Vision?
How can the Vision Board support the team?
We would like to have each team have a Vision Board member that is their liaison.
Patti Happel, Kathi Hagel, and Gaye Johnson will reach out to the different teams.
New Business
Lent & Easter Schedule
Wednesday Nights HCLC was invited to Round Robin with the churches of Holmen. The
pastors will rotate the churches each week.
Wednesday: 5:00pm Lenten Supper, 6-6:45 Worship/communion, 6-7:30 Confirmation,
6:45 Worship Team Practice
6:30 Ash Wednesday, 6:30 Maundy Thursday, 6:30 Good Friday
Easter Services: 7:00am, 9:00am, and 10:30am
John Daily made a motion to approve the Lenten and Easter worship schedule and Gaye
Johnson made the second- Motion passed.
Lenten Suppers
Vision Board will take March 13,2019
Youth will do one Wednesday
Ask the Ministry Teams to take other weeks.
Meeting Adjourned upon completion of the agenda- 8:23pm.
Closed with a Prayer.

Halfway Creek Lutheran Church
608-526-3701
www.halfwaycreek.org
Sunday Worship 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Sister Becky Swanson
Synodically Authorized Minister

OFFICE HOURS
The office will be open Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday from
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. If you need to
reach Rose Wegner, you may leave a
message on the answering machine or
e-mail at assistant@halfwaycreek.org.
PASTORAL CARE
If the need arises for Pastoral Care,
please contact Sister Becky Swanson
at one of the following numbers:
Cell: 612-327-5087
Direct Church Line: 608-399-3339

Holmen, WI 54636

W6016 County Road W

Halfway Creek Lutheran Church

Email: pastor@halfwaycreek.org

