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As a community of women 

created in the image of God, 

called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, 

and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

we commit ourselves to 

grow in faith, 

affirm our gifts, 

support one another in our callings, 

engage in ministry and action, and 

promote healing and wholeness 

in the church, the society, and the world. 

W-ELCA Purpose Statement  

The annual La Crosse Area Synod W-ELCA Spring 

Convention will be held April 21, 2018, at Living Hope 

Lutheran Church, Ettrick, WI.  

The theme of the convention will be "Through Us, God 

Does a New Thing," with the theme verse coming 

from Psalm 121:1 "I lift up my eyes to the hills - from 

where will my help come?"  

The convention will begin with worship presided over 

by Pr Libby Howe, Asst. to the Bishop, and Pr Kary 

Jonas, who serves at Living Hope Lutheran.  

The dynamic keynote speakers will focus our attention 

on drug addiction and recovery. 

Elections this year are for Vice President, Secretary, 

East Conference & West Conference 

Representatives, and "At Large" Representative. Each 

position is for a two-year term. 

Please find the Registration Form on Page 3. 

Please find the Nomination Form on Page 5. 
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President’s Letter   

 

 

To mobilize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. 

Dear Sisters in Christ, 

Last year was a marvelous busy year and we had two wonderful events in our 
Convention and our Renewal on top of that there was the Triennial.  We were always 
getting ready for something.   Now we are preparing again.   

At our Fall Renewal at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in La Crosse, our theme was 
“All Anew – Eyes Wide Open”.  Our goal was to inform women about Human 
Trafficking.  Pastor Harald Bringsjord did a marvelous job of leading the devotion and 
morning prayer.   

Our speakers were Pastor Diane House, Lutheran Office of Public Policy Wisconsin 
and Deputy Nate Cibulka, La Crosse County Sherriff’s Dept, and a video from the 
Lutheran Social Services.  Pastor House spoke to us about the problem and how we 
are right on a major artery for movement of victims between Chicago and Minneapolis.  
That opened our eyes.  Deputy Cibulka then told us of an incident in La Crosse and 
Monroe counties.  Right in our yards, not over there somewhere.  I wish you all could 
have been there. 

So now we are planning our Spring Convention to be held at Living Hope Lutheran 
Church in Ettrick on the 21

st
 of April.  The leading way to control, manipulate victims of 

Human Trafficking is through drugs.  Drug abuse is at epidemic proportions in our 
county and everywhere so our theme will be “All Anew- thru Us God Does a New 
Thing”.  It will focus on drugs.  We will have a past addict speak to us; we will have a 
member of law enforcement and an individual from WTC to speak on programs they 
have for recovering people.  Please join us; you don’t want to miss this. 

I just got back from the WELCA Presidents meeting in Chicago, I was inspired by what 
women can and are doing in our church.  We always support a local shelter.  This year 
we were giving support to Sara’s Inn, a shelter for abused spouses.  Our synod sent 
$100 and the total gathered more than $6,000.   

All of the Presidents of Region 5, our region of the W-ELCA, were appalled at the 
recent gun violence in Florida.  We are all from hunting communities and we respect 
and understand hunting.  We believe assault rifles are designed for one purpose, to 
hunt humans, and we believe life is precious, we are asking you to stand with youth of 
our schools against the sale of assault rifles.  What are we asking?  Pray for their 
efforts, for our congress people and state legislators to act in support of them.  To 
physically support them, on March 14

th
 events are being planned throughout our 

nation at schools.  If the youth at your high school walk out stand with them, you don’t 
have to say anything but have their back.  April 20

th
 is the 20 year anniversary of 

Columbine, haven’t we had enough shooting in schools. 

I want to thank you the women of the La Crosse Area Synod, I am grateful to serve 
you and hope to see you all in Ettrick in April. 

Your Friend in Christ, 

Kathleen Sumrall 
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Registration Form         2018 Spring Convention 

All Anew – “Thru Us God Does a New Thing” 

April 21, 2018 

Living Hope Lutheran Church 

15630 E 4th Street     Ettrick, WI          608 525-3454 

8:00 am Registration             8:45 am Voting Member Orientation 

9:00 am Worship                3:30 pm Closing of Convention 

                 

Congregation Name______________  Conference_______ 

 

1) Name_______________________________________ 

Unit Officer?   Y/N       Title______________  Voting Member?   Y/N 

Food Allergies?  Y/N   If yes, which food(s)? ___________________ 

 

2) Name_______________________________________ 

Unit Officer?   Y/N       Title______________  Voting Member?   Y/N 

Food Allergies?  Y/N   If yes, which food(s)? ___________________ 

 

3) Name_______________________________________ 

Unit Officer?   Y/N       Title_____________    Voting Member?   Y/N 

Food Allergies?  Y/N   If yes, which food(s)? ___________________ 

 

4) Name_______________________________________ 

Unit Officer?   Y/N       Title_____________    Voting Member?   Y/N 

Food Allergies?  Y/N   If yes, which food(s)? ___________________ 

 

      5)Name_______________________________________ 

Unit Officer?   Y/N       Title_____________    Voting Member?   Y/N 

Food Allergies?  Y/N   If yes, which food(s)? ___________________ 

 

Registration cost is $12 per person.  Make checks payable to La Crosse Area Synod 

W-ELCA.  Send forms and funds to Mona Van Riper, W5598 County Road D, Holmen, 

WI  54636, by April 7, 2018. 

After April 7, registration may be made by telephone 608-526-2284 or 

monavanriper@gmail.com, payable at convention. 
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LA CROSSE AREA SYNOD W-ELCA 
NOMINATION FORM FOR SYNODICAL BOARD 

 
 

Nomination for the office of: ____________________________________ 
 
 
Name ________________________  Church________________________ 
 
Home Address ________________________________________________ 
 
Occupation ____________________ Phone________________________ 
 
 
Church Participation: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Community Participation: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Completed nomination forms must be received by March 25, 2018, to be included in our 
convention booklet; however, nomination will be taken from the floor at convention. 
 
Return nomination forms to the Nominating Committee Chair Joan Gardner,  
W21730 Lisa Lane, Galesville, WI  54630.     
 
Nominees are needed for the offices of Vice President, Secretary, East Conference 
Representative, West Conference Representative, and “At-Large” Representative Board 
Members.  Elections will be held at Spring Convention on April 21, 2018. Job descriptions 
are on the following pages. 
 
 

1 Peter 4:10:  As each one has received a gift, minister it to  
one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 
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BOARD OF THE SYNODICAL WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION 

 

There shall be a board of this synodical women’s organization consisting of 

four elected officers together with five elected members, four members 

elected from the territory of each conference and one elected at large.  All 

board members shall be participants in a congregational unit and 

members of the ELCA. 

 

Members of the board shall be elected by the convention for a term of two 

years with one consecutive reelection and may not serve on the board in 

any capacity for more than seven consecutive years.  

 

The board shall be legislative authority between conventions of this synodical 

women’s organizations and shall carry forward the work of the synodical 

women’s organization, act for it and report its actions to subsequent 

conventions. 

 

Board members shall attend all board meetings and all meetings of 

committees to which they have been assigned.  They shall read and 

become familiar with all board and committee mailings prior to the 

meetings and be familiar with the budget.  Board members shall attend 

synodical conventions and workshops and shall perform the duties as 

assigned by the president or executive board.   

The vice president shall 

 

a. act in the absence, disability, or resignation of the president. She shall 

assume the duties of the president until the vacancy is filled by the 

board of the synodical women’s organization at its next regularly 

scheduled meeting; and 

b.  perform such other duties as requested by the president or the board. 

c.  Two year term with one (1) re-election. 

d.  Compile a notebook of minutes and events to give to your successor at 

 the transition  meeting.  
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The secretary shall 

a. be the secretary of the board and the executive committee of the synodical 

women’s organization; 

b.  be responsible for recording and distributing minutes of the synodical 

 convention, the board, and the executive committee; 

c. give the units notification of the regular convention at least three months in 

advance and of a special convention at least one month in advance; 

d. keep a correct register of the roll of units, along with the names of the officers of 

these units; 

e. secure from the units such reports as from time to time may be required; 

f. perform such other duties as the board may from time to time direct; and 

g.  provide for the gathering and preserving of historical records and documents. 

h.  Two year term with one (1) re-election. 

 

The Conference Representatives shall  

  a. Act as presiding officer of the Conference Committee  

  b. Attend Synodical Women’s Board meetings as a non-voting member. Four  

   meetings per year held in La Crosse.  

  c. Act as a liaison between the individual units and the Synodical Women’s Board. 

  d. Work with the Synodical Women’s Board and Conference Committee to plan the 

   Fall gatherings.  

  e. Plan with the Conference Committee, a special event for conference members.  

   Conference programs could include retreats, a Bible study, a day trip, etc.  

  f. Insure any necessary business of the conference is conducted at the Fall Renewal 

   and/or special event.  

  g. Submit articles to the synod newsletter, “Crosswinds” as appropriate. 

  h. Chair the nominating committee for conference officers. 

  i. Compile a notebook of minutes and events to give to your successor at the  

   transition meeting.  

  j. Two year term with one (1) re-election.  
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Faithful Friends of Women of the ELCA 

Churchwide does a lot for us:  bible studies, magazines, daily prayers, grants, and programs.  They 
need our support to continue to make things happen.  We are fortunate to have a Churchwide 
organization that saw at its conception, the importance of staying in touch with women from all of 
our Synods.   Our by-laws require we hold a Triennial Convention and Gathering that costs 
$1,000,000 alone.  

They have created Faithful Friends this is a recurring gift ($10 or more)  to them, either through 
your checking account or charged  ($10 or more) to your credit card.   By this they hope to be able 
to meet all the requirements and missions that they do for us. 

IF you desire to be a part of Faithful Friends you can do so by sending in the form on page 8 or join 
online at welca.org/faithfulfriendsonline. 

Thank you for your help. 

LWR School Kit Bags 
 

Is anyone in need of schoolbags?  Please contact Connie Blunck 
at: clcblunck@centurylink.net, or 608-786-0684.  

http://welca.org/faithfulfriendsonline
mailto:clcblunck@centurylink.net
tel:(608)%20786-0684
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Upcoming Events  
 

Please make copies of the attached flyers to use in 

your church newsletters, website, bulletins, bulletin 

boards, etc. to promote one another’s events. 
 

Submit your upcoming events to 

monavanriper@gmail.com so they can be in future 

Crosswinds. 

 

 

To mobilize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. 

This is a website with wonderful devotions: 

http://www.juliabettencourt.com/dev 

Check it out! 

Mark your calendars: 

La Crosse Area Synod W-ELCA Spring 

Convention 

Saturday, April 21, 2018 

Living Hope Lutheran, Ettrick 

 

Look for more information and registration  

form in this issue. 

http://www.juliabettencourt.com/dev/conversationheartsdev.html
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Mother’s Brunch and 

“fashion show” 
 

Wednesday 

May 2, 2018 

10:00am 
 

 

Blair Lutheran Church 

East Building (formerly 1st Lutheran) 

419 S. Urberg Street, Blair, WI  54616 
 

 

Fashions by: 

of   Eau Claire 

 
 

 

There will be a “Parasol” Quilt Raffle and  

May Basket Raffle. 

 

 

Questions? Please contact Jeanne Mueller at 608-989-9050 

or the church office at 608-989-2818.    



Crosswinds - March 2018, Volume 43 Issue 1                                  Page 14                                                            

 

Mark your calendars: 

La Crosse Area Synod W-ELCA  

Fall Renewal 

Saturday, October 20, 2018 

Location yet to be decided 

More information to come in future issues of  Crosswinds 

Looking forward to Triennial 2020 and 2023: 

Triennial 2020 will be in Phoenix, Arizona. 

Triennial 2013 will be in Spokane, Washington. 

Spring in the Valley 
Plant & Bake Sale 

Hanging Baskets, Pepper Plants, Tomato Plants, Potting Soil, 
Perennials, Raffles, Baked Goods, Cinnamon Rolls, Lunch 

Saturday, May 29, 2018 
8:00AM to 1:00PM 

Lewis Valley Lutheran Church 
W5402 County Road V, Holmen, WI 

(at the intersection of V & T, west of Stevenstown) 
For more information call:  608-769-1509 (Cathy Gabrielson) or 608-857-3474 (Church Office) 
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La Crosse Area Synod W-ELCA Board Members 

President 
  

Kathleen Sumrall 
411 Pearl St. 

Sparta, WI 54656 
608.487.2799 

ksumral1@yahoo.com 
Trinity,  Sparta 

Term Through Spring 2019 

Vice President 
  

JoAnn Salava 
N5963 Davies Rd. 

New Lisbon, WI 53950 
608.542.0652 

jams@mwt.net 
St. Stephens,  

Camp Douglas 
Term Through Spring 2018 

Acting Secretary 
  

Ruth Scholze 
N6692 Johnson Coulee Rd 

Holmen, WI 54636 
608.399.1441 

rscholze73@gmail.com  
Halfway Creek, Holmen 

Term Through Spring 2018 

Treasurer 
  
 

Mona Van Riper 
W5598 County Road D 

Holmen, WI   54636 
608.526.2284 

monavanriper@gmail.com 
Lewis Valley, Holmen 

Term Through Spring 2019 

East 
Conference 

Representative 
  

Barb Nofsinger 
201 Division Street 
Elroy, WI  53929 

608.462.8908 
ddelong001@centurytel.net  

Grace , Elroy 
Term Through Spring 2018 

South 
Conference 

Representative 
  

Carol Navrestad 
206 Milwaukee Court 
Westby, WI  54667 

608.634.4120 
carolnavrestad@gmail.com 

Westby-Coon Prairie, 
Westby 

Term Through Spring 2019 

North 
Conference 

Representative 
  

Jacqueline Joanis 
W21676 Red Fox Lane 

Trempealeau, WI  54661 
608.534.6728 

jjoanis@centurytel.net  
Zion, Galesville 

Term Through Spring 2019 

West 
Conference 

Representative 
  

Lisa Lee 
318 Clark Street North 

West Salem, WI  54669 
608.786.3790 

lisaannlee1608@gmail.com 
Our Saviors, West Salem 
Term Through Spring 2018 

East 
Conference Coordinator 

  
Anita Jensen 

520 Central Avenue 
Sparta, WI  54656 

608.269.2325 
pconrth@yahoo.com 

Trinity,  Sparta 
Term Through Fall 2018 

South 
Conference  
Coordinator 

  
Ellie Brye 

E5622 Jore Road 
Westby, WI  54667 

608.452.3549 
Ellie.brye@silicoonvalley.net 

Coon Valley Lutheran 
Term Through Fall 2019  

North 
Conference Coordinator 

  

Deb Sveen 
N24431 Lunde Coulee 

Ettrick, WI 54627 
608.525.3000 

crnsveen@hotmail.com 
Living Hope, Ettrick 

Term Through Fall 2019 
 
 

West 
Conference 

Co-Coordinators 
  

Judy Ulland 
562 Hickory Lane 

La Crescent, MN 55947 
507.895.2215 

jkulland@acegroup.cc 
Prince of Peace,  

La Crescent 
Terms Through  Fall  2018 

 
Dorothy Paulikas 

2510 Hoeschler Drive 
La Crosse, WI  54601 

608.788.3779 
dpaulikas7@gmail.com Our 

Redeemer, La Crosse 

Synod Office Contact Information 
  

For updates or requests: 
Synod Office 

2301 South Avenue 
La Crosse, WI  54691 

608.788.5000 
www.lacrosseareasynod.org 

  

Board Member at Large 
  

Joan Gardner 
W21730 Lisa Lane 

P.O. Box 663 
Galesville, WI  54630 

608.484.4112 
joangardner142@hotmail.com 

Zion, Galesville, WI 
Term Through Spring 2018 

Liaison to La Crosse Area Synod 
ELCA 

  
JoAnn Salava 

N5963 Davies Road 
New Lisbon, WI 53950 

608.542.0652 
jams@mwt.net 

St. Stephens, Camp Douglas 
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      To: 

 

Crosswinds Newsletter 

Mona Van Riper, Editor 

W5598 County Road D 

 Holmen, WI 54636 

E-mail:  monavanriper@gmail.com  

About the Newsletter…. 

The Crosswinds is published by the La Crosse 

Area Synod – Women of the ELCA.  The 

President (or contact person) and the Treasurer 

(or financial recorder) of each unit should 

receive an emailed copy.  Please include any 

other interested parties’ email addresses so that 

they may receive an electronic copy of the 

Crosswinds.  Send email addresses to 

monavanriper@gmail.com  

 

Please report your officer list yearly so that we 

can maintain a correct emailing list.  

 

Subscription of printed Crosswinds are  

available for $5.00 per year.  

Checks payable to La Crosse Area Synod 

WELCA and sent to Mona Van Riper, 

Treasurer, W5598 County Road D, Holmen, WI  

54636.  

Submission/Mailing dates for future 

Crosswind publications: 
 

Submission of            Emailing to 

Articles:   Patrons: 

05/15/2018   06/01/2018 

08/15/2018   09/01/2018 

11/15/2018   12/01/2018 

02/15/2019   03/01/2019 

mailto:Lutzleanne87@gmail.com

